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PROCEEDINGS 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

THE BAILIFF: All rise. court is back in session. 

THE COURT: Let's have a Jury, please. 

THE BAILIFF: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Do you have your next witness in the 

courtroom, Mr. Fuchs? 

MR. FUCHS: In the courtroom? Yes, I do. 

(Jury enters.) 

THE COURT: If you'd face the clerk and be sworn. 

10 Everybody be seated, please. 

11 whereupon, 

12 JASON NEWLIN 

13 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

14 examined and testified as follows: 

15 

16 

17 

THE COURT: Have a seat. 

You may proceed, Mr. Fuchs. 

MS. FUCHS: Thank you, Your Honor. 

18 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

19 BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q Good afternoon, sir. 

A Good afternoon. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q could you please introduce yourself to the jurors? 

A My name is Jason Newlin. I'm an investigator with 

the State Attorney's office, here in Tallahassee. 

Q As an investigator with the State Attorney's 
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office -- well, let's back up a little bit. 

How long have you been an investigator with the 

State Attorney's Office? 

A I've been here almost nine years. Almost 16 years 

total law enforcement. 

534 

Q okay. And who else did you work for prior to coming 

to the State Attorney's Office? 

A I started my career with the Fish and wildlife 

commission. And then I went to Wakulla county sheriff's 

office, where I worked investigations there and then came up 

here. 

Q what are your duties as an investigator with the 

State Attorney's Office? 

A There's a lot. Follow-up investigations, assist 

prosecutors with preparation, witness locations, interviews. 

It's a job description is pretty hard to come by, actually. 

Q Kind of a jack-of-all-trades? 

A You could say so. 

Q okay. Do you have a current assignment at the State 

Attorney's office? 

A I'm assigned to the A Division at the Leon county 

courthouse. Yeah. 

Q 

A 

Q 

And, basically, that's my division, correct? 

It is. 

so I'm your supervisor? 
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A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

okay. Don't mess up. 

I'll try not. 

535 

Q Did you become involved in the murder investigation 

or the, at that point, disappearance of Mike Williams? 

A I did. 

Q How is it that you became involved in that, the 

disappearance aspect of it? 

A Around October of 2017, our office was prosecuting 

Mr. winchester for a separate case. And when an agreement was 

came to, I was asked to conduct a proffer with Mr. winchester. 

Q Now, prior to that date, were you specifically told 

not to be involved in the investigation regarding the 

disappearance of Mike Williams? 

A Yes. when the kidnapping case came in, I was 

instructed do not overlap these two. Your focus is the 

kidnapping aspect. Do not try to work on the homicide aspect. 

Q But you were then decided -- you were -- became 

involved in the actual proffered agreement and statement, 

correct? 

A 

Q 

I did. correct. 

why is it that you became involved in that? 

23 A I had no involvement in the missing person 

24 investigation until October of this year -- or of 2017. This 

25 case has had numerous, you know, articles of media coverages 
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and I had not formed an op1n1on. I had not conducted any of 

the interviews. so I was coming in with kind of blind, open, 

and seeing what we could find out. 

Q why would that be important? 

A A lot of opinions have been formed throughout the 

years on this case, and there was a fear of, I guess you could 

say, trying to get the square peg in the round hole in an 

interview. 

with me not have forming an op1n1on, not having the 

knowledge, it, it was going to be hard for me to try to make 

something happen. 

Q okay. would it also be fair to say, though, because 

your lack of knowledge, you wouldn't be able to fact check it 

as you went about how it lighted up to everything else? 

A That's correct. 

Q were any steps taken to m1n1m1ze that issue? 

A Yeah. we had another investigator with me, Tully 

Sparkman, who's had this case for years. 

Q okay. what about any other steps? 

A we had we set up a camera system, Skype, 

basically, where we had our interview monitored in another 

room by agents with FDLE. 

Q okay. In conducting this interview, you had a 

chance, obviously, to meet and talk beforehand what was the 

goal of the State Attorney's office at that time? 
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1 A Our goal was to get closure for the family. we 

2 really didn't have any idea where this proffer was going to 

3 go. It was literally just to get closure for the family in 

4 this case. 

5 Q Is it fair to say that the main goal was to find 

6 Mike Williams? 

7 A That was the, that was the objective. Yes. 

8 Q okay. During the proffer, it took a different 

9 avenue? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

It did. 

And that's how we ended up here today, correct? 

That's correct. 

Following the proffer and statement by Brian 

winchester, what was the next step? 

537 
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A He indicated he would take us to the location where 

he buried Mr. Williams and he did so. 

Q You said he was going to take you. Is he in custody 

at this point? 

A He was in custody. He was transported in my vehicle 

with another law enforcement officer. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

And you are still a sworn law enforcement officer. 

Yes. 

wear a badge, gun. 

Yes. Yes. 

Handcuffs. 
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A Yes. 

Q And, in fact, you're on the united States Marshal 

Fugitive Task Force, as well, correct? 

A I am. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q so it wasn't as if he was just taking you out. This 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

is under armed law enforcement escort, correct? 

A No. This is correct. we had other agents following 

us in separate vehicles, as well. 

Q okay. was his attorney, Tim Jansen, also present? 

A He was in the vehicle with us. 

Q okay. so as I understand it then, it's you, another 

law enforcement officer. 

go? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

(Nods head.) 

Mr. Jansen and Mr. winchester in your vehicle. 

correct. And Tully Sparkman was the other officer. 

okay. And did you transport -- did -- I'm sorry. 

Did Mr. winchester give you directions on where to 

19 A He did. After -- during the proffer, he gave us 

20 he drew a map, essentially. But he ended up just drive 

21 telling us how to get there. 

22 Q okay. Following the proffer and then the ride to 

23 the location, how would you describe Mr. winchester's 

24 demeanor? 

25 A on the way there, he was very -- he was kind of 
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1 uptight. On the way back, he actually said, this ls, this ls 

2 a relief. 

3 Q where did he take you? 

4 A To Gardner Road, Lake Carr Lake. 

5 Q where is that at? 

6 A It's kind of Northeast Tallahassee, North 

7 Tallahassee, really. 

8 Q okay. And you drove him there. were you the only 

9 persons that were present? 

10 A No. There was agents with FDLE there. I think you 

11 might have been there. And one of the -- and Andy Rogers, 

12 another prosecutor, was there, as well. 

13 Q okay. Did you -- when Mr. winchester directed you 

14 to this location, did y'all remain in the vehicle? 

15 A No. we got out with him. we let him get his 

16 bearings in the lo -- where we were. He walked down towards 

17 the boat ramp. well, you can call it a boat ramp. It's a 

18 dirt hill. And he just kind of looked around, looked at a 

19 bunch of different trees and he -- it's 17 years later. 

20 Things had changed. 

21 And he said, the best I can tell you ls, "I remember 

22 digging a hole near this type of tree." I don't recall 

23 exactly what tree it was, but he pointed at the tree and he 

24 goes, "this is going to be my best guess, right in this area." 

25 Q okay. As you mention, members of law enforcement 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 



540 

1 were also -- Florida Department of Law Enforcement were 

2 present? 

They were there. Yes. 3 

4 

A 

Q Are you aware of whether or not law enforcement took 

5 any further steps in order to try to recover Mike Williams? 

6 

7 

A 

Q 

Yes. There was a lot. 

And are you aware whether they were -- you were not 

8 involved in that recovery operation. 

9 

10 

11 that? 

12 

A 

Q 

A 

13 agents. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q 

able to 

A 

BY MR. 

Q 

A 

Q 

No. I did not go out there after that. 

who was the per -- who was it that was involved in 

Investigator Sparkman. But it was mostly FDLE 

okay. And to your knowledge, did they -- were they 

recover the remains of Mike Williams? 

Yes, they were. 

MR. FUCHS: No further questions. 

THE COURT: cross. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

WAY: 

Good afternoon, Investigator Newlin. 

Good afternoon. 

The FDLE is the late -- the lead agency on the Mike 

24 Williams' disappearance? 

25 A Yes. For the most part. 
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1 Q About the time you were involved in finding the 

2 remains, was the case being taken over by Special Agent 

3 Mickler? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

retired? 

A 

Q 

He was one of two. 

The other agent was Agent Devaney? 

correct. 

And, to your knowledge, has Agent Devaney since 

Yes. 

The in the course of your communication in the 

investigation related to Mr. winchester, Mr. winchester gave 

several statements to law enforcement; isn't that correct? 

A In the course -- I did one proffer with 

Mr. winchester. 

Q And that was a proffer on October 9th, 2017? 

A correct. 

Q were you aware of the proffer that took place on 

October 12th, 2017? 

A I'm aware of one. Yes. 

541 

10 

11 
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20 
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22 

23 

24 

25 

Q All right. Have you reviewed the transcript or any 

information related to that? 

A I have not. 

Q were you aware of an additional FDLE proffer on 

February 12th of 2018? 

A I'm aware of conversations. Yes. 
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Q And are you aware that Mr. winchester gave a 

deposition on August 24th, 2018, to Mr. Padovano and myself? 

A Yes, I am. 

Did you review that? 

No. 

542 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Q 

A 

Q In the course of your investigation and follow-up as 

7 it relates specifically to your proffer, you ask -- or there 

8 was information provided by Mr. winchester as to what happened 

9 with Mr. Williams on the date in question, December 16th, 

10 2000? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

The way I did the proffer? 

Yes, sir. 

Honestly, I sat down with him and said, tell us what 

happened and let him take it from there. I don't recall 

asking a question for probably 20 or 30 minutes into this 

thing. 

Q so it was a -- I don't want to say it was a friendly 

environment, but it was not a confrontational-type 

investigation? 

A No. It was definitely you tell us what you know. 

we will ask questions when we feel like we need them. There 

wasn't a -- I guess you're trying to say an interrogation 

aspect to it. Not really, no. 

Q 

A 

well, not like this, not where -

No. 
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1 Q -- we're going back and forth with very short 

2 answers. 

3 A No. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q so Mr. winchester was, essentially, given the 

opportunity to provide whatever information he wanted to 

provide to you without a lot of interruption or interjection? 

A correct. 

Q Did Mr. winchester, on October 9th, 2017, tell you 

that Mike Williams was killed holding onto a stump? 

A No. He did not tell us that. No. 

Q Did Mike Williams -- or did, rather, Brian 

winchester tell you at his proffer that he placed Mike 

Williams or a portion of Mike Williams' remains in a dog crate 

to drive back to Tallahassee? 

A No. Just in the back of his vehicle. 

Q Did Mr. winchester tell you at the proffer on 

October 9th, 2017, that he had to wash the blood off the 

exterior of his suburban, because it was dripping down onto 

his driveway? 

A I remember him saying he took it to a car wash off 

of Tharpe Street and old Bainbridge and cleaned it thoroughly. 

whether it was inside or outside, I don't remember the 

specifics. 

Q And did Mr. winchester tell you that he was the 

distance between himself and Mr. Williams, when he shot him in 
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the face, was three feet or less? 

A Three feet sticks out. I don't know if it was three 

feet or less or close to three feet or what his, his exact 

words were. 

Q could it have been more than three feet? 

A could he have said more than? 

Q 

A 

Yes, sir. 

I don't recall. 

MR. WAYT: All right. Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Redirect. 

MR. FUCHS: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Any juror have a question of this 

witness? All right. You can step down. Remain subject 

to recall. 

call your next witness. 

MR. FUCHS: Yes, Your Honor. 

(Witness exits.) 

THE COURT: I hope everybody got a chance to get out 

at lunch. It's much nicer today than yesterday. It was 

kind of brutal out there yesterday. very pleasant out 

there today. I'm sorry to keep you in this windowless 

courtroom here. It's not the courtroom I normally use. 

The one I normally use is a little nicer, truthfully. 

But we don't have as big a jury room, so you can't fit in 

there. 
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1 

2 

3 

whereupon, 

If you'd face the clerk and be sworn, please. 

WILLIAM H. SCHWOOB, JR. 

4 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

5 examined and testified as follows: 

6 THE WITNESS: I was looking for you in your normal 

7 courtroom. 

8 THE COURT: Have a seat. slide up to the 

9 microphone, please, sir. 

10 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

11 BY MR. FUCHS: 

12 Q Good afternoon, sir. 

13 A Good afternoon. 

14 Q can you please introduce yourself to the juror? 

15 A My name is William H. schwoob, Jr. I'm also known 

16 as ward. I'm a crime laboratory analyst supervisor with the 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 

Q what does that mean? 

545 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A I supervise three sections of the crime laboratory. 

one of them is the crime scene section. I've been a 

supervisor there for 15 years. I also go out and assist with 

crime scene investigations. 

Q okay. I'm assuming over that time period you've had 

some training on how to do a crime scene. 

A Yes, sir. 
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21 

Q okay. If you could tell the Jurors a little bit 

about that. 

A well, 33 years ago, I was hired as a crime scene 

analyst with the FDLE. At that point, I spent a year of 

in-house training, where I learned the capabilities of the 

crime lab and how to collect and document evidence at crime 

scenes. since then, I have taught numerous schools on crime 

scene investigation. I have been to FBI for crime scene 

schools. And every year I have additional training in the 

area of crime scene. 

546 

Q Let's talk about, in general, crime scene processing 

and how you go about doing things in general before we start 

talking about this particular case. 

A okay. 

Q How --

A In general, we're directed to an area where a crime 

has reportedly occurred. we're called by law enforcement 

officers. we are then responsible for going in and examining 

the area to look for potential evidence. 

we then collect that evidence, document it through 

photography, notes, and sketching, and then we collect that 

22 evidence. we package it to preserve its integrity. we then 

23 take it back to our laboratory, and we submit it to our 

24 evidence section. 

25 From there, it will be checked out by each of the 
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specialists or the specialty sections within the laboratory 

for them to do their analysis. 

Q okay. Photographs, a ma]or part of what it is that 

you do in order to document the way you do things? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q would it be fair to say that not every crime scene 

is the same? 

A That's correct. 

Q They all kind of take a unique situation that you 

have to, I guess, adapt to. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q At some point in your professional career, did you 

become involved in the investigation regarding the death 

or, actually, at that time, missing persons investigations 

regarding Mike Williams? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How did you initially get involved? 

A Initially, I was called by Special Agent Mike 

Devaney. I believe it was in March of 2011. He had located a 

vehicle that was reportedly -- had belonged to Denise and 

Michael Williams in salvage yard up in Alabama. He had 

arranged for that vehicle to be transported to our laboratory 

so that we could look for any potential evidence in that 

24 vehicle. 

25 Q okay. And did you do so? 
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A 

Q 

A 

Yes, sir. 

okay. How do you go about processing a vehicle? 

well, the first thing we do is we photograph the 

4 condition of it. And we visually observe looking for any 

5 items of obvious evidence. 

6 In this particular case, the vehicle had been 

7 scrapped out by a -- in a salvage yard, so it was missing 

8 large pieces. But we were looking for evidence that a body 

9 may have been transported in that vehicle. one of the items 

10 that helps us or type of evidence that really helps us with 

11 that is any blood or body fluids that may be located in the 

12 vehicle. 

13 so we have several chemicals that we can use. one 

14 is called Bluestar, which we spray the area in pretty much 

15 total darkness. And it will luminesce or cause potential 

548 

16 bloodstains to glow. we then turn on the lights, and we have 

17 another presumptive test that we can use called Kastle-Meyer 

18 reagent that will tell us whether those stains are blood or 

19 not. we apply that. And then we would collect any samples 

20 that had positive reactions. 

21 Q okay. And in doing so with this vehicle that 

22 belonged to Denise Williams, did you find anything of 

23 evidentiary value as it relates to the disappearance of Mike 

24 Williams? 

25 A No, sir. 
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Q okay. were you ever asked to process a vehicle for 

Brian winchester, that Mr. winchester used to own? 

A I don't believe I was. Members of the laboratory 

may have. 

Q okay. Be fair to say, though, typically, when one 

person's involved, there's the -- they maintain who it is 

that's going to be processing, usually? Especially one as 

high-profile as this. 

A usually. 

Q 

A 

And --

Except for in this particular case, where it spanned 

12 over so many years. we're unable to keep the same people 

13 processing it. 

14 Q You've been a supervisor there and been at that lab 

15 in a long time -- for a long time, correct? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Are you aware of anybody ever processing or finding 

Brian winchester's vehicle for processing? 

A I'm not aware of that. 

Q okay. In October of 2017, were you asked, again, to 

be involved in what is now classified as a homicide 

investigation with Mike Williams? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q 

A 

How did you become involved in that one? 

I was called to -- well, again, by Special Agent 
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1 Mike Devaney to an area near Carr Lake, which is off of 

2 Meridian Road in Northern Tallahassee. I was told that there 

3 was a, a report that a body may have been buried there. And I 

4 was asked to kind of direct the examination or, or the, the 

5 function of locating that body and recovering any evidence 

6 from it. 

7 Q okay. Did this particular location present unusual 

8 problems? 

9 A Yes, sir, it did. 

10 Q what's that? 

11 A The area was overgrown. It had numerous large 

12 trees, underbrush, and it was also flooded. Normally, when we 

13 do a, a search for a buried body, we try and have a cleared 

14 area. we will use cadaver dogs to try and help us locate 

15 areas where the potential scent of a cadaver may be. we can 

16 also use ground-penetrating radar, which will allow us to look 

17 for any voids in the, in the soil composition. 

18 This particular case, the ground-penetrating radar 

19 wouldn't work, because it was under water. And we don't use 

20 it under water. we had to clear the area to be able to get 

21 access in there. cadaver dogs were brought in, and they did 

22 alert on several areas. unfortunately, the areas were under 

23 water. And I had been told that the scent of, of a cadaver 

24 can travel through water. so the dogs weren't able to 

25 pinpoint a very small area where the body might be. If they 
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had been able to, that's where we would have started digging. 

with it being under water, one of the first things 

we had to do is figure out, okay, how do we remove the water? 

we had Leon county come out, their -- the Public works. And 

they put up what is called a coffer dam, which is a 

water-filled bladder that surrounds the area that we want to 

examine and they pump the water out. we were then able to go 

in and use heavy equipment to start removing soil very 

meticulously. 

I'm sorry, but before we did that, we had a tree 

company come in and clear all the large trees in the brush so 

we could have access to the ground area. 

Q The large equipment you're talking about, does 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement have that equipment and 

people that are trained to use those kind of -- that kind of 

equipment? 

A No, sir. we relied on Leon county Public works to 

supply that equipment. 

Q so what would your role be during all this? 

A My role was to oversee the entire excavation. As a 

backhoe took a scoop of dirt, I was there watching the dirt 

being removed, looking for any artifacts that may have been 

scooped up. 

Each scoop was taken and dumped on a large plywood 

deck area, where we had additional people that then used rakes 
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1 and shovels to go through that debris that was removed. we 

started on ... 

Q Let me stop you real quick. 

A okay. 

Q what is a backhoe? 

A A backhoe is a piece of heavy equipment that is --

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

has track-like transport devices instead of wheels. It has a 

big arm with a big shovel on the end that hydraulically goes 

out and can -- and dig trenches. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q oh. one of those big, old buckets that scoop up big 

pieces of dirt? 

A Yes. 

Q The -- as you're doing this search and you talk 

14 about the backhoe scooping up pieces of dirt, are they just 

15 taking a big, huge piece of dirt? 

16 A No, sir. we're taking -- we had a very skilled 

17 backhoe operator, and he was able to actually take anywhere 

18 from two to four inches at a time and, and move it across. 

19 Q okay. And your job is to supervise all of this, 

20 correct? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

people 

Yes, sir. 

okay. Are you there overseeing to make sure 

or anything of evidentiary value is found and how 

people sift through it? 

A Yes, sir. 
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1 Q The people that are sifting through it, is that you 

2 and law enforcement officers, or is it also the Public works 

3 folks? 

4 A No. It was law enforcement officers and members of 

5 the crime scene section. 

6 Q Now, this excavation and, and search for the remains 

7 happened in October of 2017? 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

And, at that point, it was still secret; is that 

10 fair to say? 

11 

12 

A 

Q 

It was kept low key. Yes, sir. 

okay. It sounds like you had a lot of people there. 

13 so that created some of the issues. 

14 

15 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

And it wasn't until December that it was revealed, 

16 correct? 

17 

18 

A 

Q 

That's correct. 

okay. In doing so, even with the unique 

19 circumstances, did you take photographs to document what was 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

being done? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

MR. FUCHS: Your Honor, may I approach? 

THE COURT: YOU may. 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q I'm showing you what's been previously marked, 
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5 

6 
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8 

9 

marked for identification purposes State's Exhibit 

composite Exhibit 10-A through s. without showing those to 

the jurors, if you can take a look at that, please. 

(Pause.) 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q Do you recognize those photographs? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q what do those photographs appear to depict? 

A These photographs depict the excavation area. The 

554 

10 first photograph is actually a Google Earth photograph showing 

11 the general location off of Meridian Road. Then these 

12 photographs kind of walk into the scene and show the stages of 

13 the excavation. 

14 Q Do they fairly and accurately depict the excavation, 

15 as well as the location? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. FUCHS: Your Honor, at this time I'll move 

State's composite Exhibit No. 10-A through s into 

evidence, please. 

THE COURT: Any object --

MR. WAYT: No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Admitted without objection. 

23 (State's Exhibit Nos. 10-A through 10-s received in 

24 evidence.) 

25 BY MR. FUCHS: 
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1 Q And you mentioned the first photograph. There's a 

2 map of the area. 

3 A Yes, sir. 

4 Q Now, Carr Lake, up in here, is a larger area. where 

5 exactly are we talking about on the lake? Do I need to zoom 

6 in? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Road? 

A Yeah. I'm having a hard time. where is Gardner 

THE COURT: Maybe you hand him the photo. Let him 

get oriented. 

MR. FUCHS: I'm going to hand it to you. It gets a 

little blurry. 

13 (Brief pause.) 

14 THE WITNESS: okay. 

15 THE COURT: Has he given you a pointer? 

16 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

17 THE COURT: okay. 

18 BY MR. FUCHS: 

19 Q so where are we looking at in the general area of 

20 Carr Lake? 

21 A In here is Carr Lake, and in this area here. 

22 Q okay. so we're talking on the -- I guess that would 

23 be the east side of Carr Lake. 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

Correct? Okay. Closest to Meridian Road? 
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3 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, sir. 

Photograph 10-B, what are we looking at here? 

This is a photograph from the end of Gardner Road. 

4 Gardner Road is paved to a point, and then it becomes dirt. 

5 And it's a dirt road until it gets down to around the tree 
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6 line. And this is the edge of the tree line, which is facing 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

the ex 

road? 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

actual excavation area. 

okay. so the excavation area would be down this 

Yes, sir. 

10-C? 

This is a photograph further down the road, where we 

13 could actually get to the water area on the left, showing the 

14 overgrowth when we got there. 

15 Q okay. And this is -- the photograph here, is this 

16 after the excavation or before? 

17 A This is before the excavation. 

18 Q All right. so this is be -- as it is when you first 

19 get there? 

20 A Yes, sir. 

21 Q Photograph 10-D. 

22 A This is another photograph where we've gone further 

23 down the road, down to the lakeshore, showing the water 

24 location and the overgrowth before we excavated. 

25 Q 10-E. 
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20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A An additional photograph showing an area further 

down the road. 

Q And is this the area, ultimately, the excavation 

would start, this exposure in the last picture of the 

excavation area? 

A Yes. 

Q Photograph 10-F. 

A okay. This is a photograph after the trees and 

brush have been removed of the, of the same area. 

Q 10-G. 

10-G is 

what are we looking at here? 
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A 

Q 

A That is a photograph of the previous area but after 

the coffer damn has been put up and the water has been pumped 

out. 

Q what is a coffer dam? 

A coffer dam is a water-filled bladder that is used to 

prevent water from intruding back in, kind of like a, a large 

ziploc bag. If you fill with it water and then you put it on 

a plate and you manage to move all the water, it would prevent 

any additional water from coming in. 

THE COURT: Can you spell that? 

THE WITNESS: Coffer dam? C-0-F-F-E-R. 

THE COURT: okay. 

THE WITNESS: D-A-M. 
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BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q And is that what we're looking at here, this black, 

plastic-looking stuff? 

out. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, sir. 

what's this right here? 

That's a pump, a sump pump used to pump the water 

I'm sorry. A what pump? 

sump, s-u-M-P. 

okay. And what does a sump pump do? 

Pumps water. 

10-H, what are we looking at here? 

okay. In the background is the coffer dam. we had 

to support it by driving metal stakes in. Otherwise, the 

water -- the whole black bag thing would just kind of roll 

back in. so there are metal stakes there. And this is 

actually in the center of the photograph showing an area that 

we've excavated where a tarp has been exposed. And underneath 

that tarp are actually the skeletal remains of Mike Williams. 

Q It looks like some striations going on right here. 

what are we looking at right there? what are those? 

A Those striations are from the bucket of the backhoe. 

They actually have teeth. And when they, they dig in, they 

leave those striations. 

Q About how deep are we talking about? How deep was 
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1 this? 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

oh. 

Are we talking about ten feet, five feet, three 

feet, two feet? 

A Probably three feet. But under about six feet --

three feet and another four foot of water. 

Q okay. 

A so that -- that's -- that was my hesitation. It was 

about three feet of water. And then there was about three 

feet of mud. 

Q 10-I. 

A That's a photograph from another direction showing 

the tarp. It's also showing me standing next to the tarp, 

there in the top left, and additional workers in the 

background. 

Q 10-J. 

A This is a closer photograph of the tarp and, 

actually, the skeletal remains. 

Q can you please point to us where the skeletal 

remains are here? I'm having trouble seeing it. 

A It's in the center of the photograph. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Do you have the pointer there? 

Yeah. Right here. 

so this is a bone? 

I think the next photographs will show it a little 
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11 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

better. 

Q okay. 10-K. 

A okay. Here are the actual -- that's a -- the foot 

which was encased in a bootie. That's the left leg bone. 

That's the femur. And the spine is up in this direction. 

Q 10-L. 

A This is a closer photograph showing that bootie 

there on the left side, the left leg, the left knee, and the 

left femur bone. 

Q 10-M. 
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A This is a -- kind of a step back photograph from the 

previous one. Again, showing the bootie, the left leg, the 

spinal cord, and the tarp there. 

Q 10-N. 

A This is a closer photograph where we've actually 

removed the tarp, and we've started removing some of the mud 

that was on top of the skeleton. You see here the left 

bootie, again, the leg being bent. And here in the center is 

the pelvic area with a pair of red boxer shorts. 

Q Did you continue those efforts in order to -- and 

recover large skeletal remains? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q when you do that, how do you go about preserving 

them? 

A well, the first difficulty is actually how to get 
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them out of the mud. So what we try and do is we terrace 

around the body or the skeletal remains itself, removing the 

dirt and trying to leave as much beneath it just to support 

it. Then we will go in and we'll start removing the support 

underneath, and we will actually cradle the remains and then 

take it out and we'll lay it on a sheet once we've removed it 

from the mud. 

Q Photograph 10-o. 

A This is a photograph of the skeletal remains as 

10 they're laid out on the sheet. up at the very top is the 

11 boxers and the different parts. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

at? 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

These appear to be gloves; is that correct? 

Yes, sir. 

okay. And then the bootie that we previously looked 

Yes, sir. 

Q Now, once you are able to excavate and get out the 

skeletal remains here, what is the next step in this process? 

A The next step in this process well, in this 

particular case, the medical examiner came to the scene to 

help us with the placement and make sure we had the majority 

22 of the skeleton. But then it would be transported to the 

23 medical examiner's facility for her to do an autopsy or a 

24 medical examination of the remains. 

25 Q Do you have any role in that? 
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A Yes, sir. I assist with the packaging of the 

remains for transport to the medical examiner's facility. And 

I also attend the autopsies to help the medical examiner with 

photography and to help collect any artifacts or evidence that 

is found on the remains. 

Q And did you do so? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q Did you have an opportunity to observe all the 

things that -- who actually performed the autopsy? 

A 

Q 

A 

Dr. Flannagan. 

At the medical examiner's office? 

Yes, sir. 

13 Q And did you have an opportunity to observe this, as 

14 well as any kind of X-rays, or anything along those lines, 

15 that she takes? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Photograph 10-P. 

A This is a photograph of an X-ray on a light box 

showing the head area of the skeletal remains. Any of the 

light areas are more radiologically opaque. 

they're denser. They show the bone areas. 

artifacts that are in the skull itself. 

In other words, 

They show any 

Q skip one and go to 10-R. what is this? 

A Those are shot pellets from a shotgun shell and also 

the shot cup from a shotgun shell. 
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Q what is a shot cup? 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A shot cup -- a shotgun shell consists of a plastic or 

10 

11 

fiber outer casing with a -- normally a brass or a metal base 

to it. contained within this whole cylinder is numerous shot 

pellets. And at the base of -- at the base of where the 

pellets are, there's a plastic container that helps hold all 

the, all the shot pellet together. And when it's fired out of 

the shotgun, it then comes out the end of the barrel. The 

pellet goes out and the shot cup falls off. so it helps keep 

the shot -- all the small pellets together until it comes out 

the end of a barrel. 

12 Q Now, the shot cup, as it's projected, doesn't just 

13 fall off. It's still going forward? 

14 A Yes. 

15 Q Not as high as the velocity as the bullets are, 

16 correct -- or the pellets? 

17 A That's correct. 

18 Q And were these items recovered from the head of Mike 

19 Williams? 

20 A Yes, sir. 

21 Q Photograph 10-Q, what are we looking at here? 

22 A These, again, are radiographs, X-rays showing the 

23 hands of Mike Williams. And they were within gloves, so they 

24 contained all the small bones. All the light objects are 

25 bones. And it also shows any artifacts within the hands. 
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3 

Q 

A 

Q 

4 A 

5 finger. 

6 Q 

7 A 

8 Q 

was there an artifact found within the hands? 

Yes, s1 r. 

what was found? 

There was a wedding ring found on the left ring 

It's this circular object here. 

Photograph 10-s. 

That's a closeup photograph of the wedding band. 

showing what's been previously marked for 

9 identification purposes State's Exhibit No. 11. Ask if you 

10 

11 

12 

13 

have 

A 

Q 

A 

do you 

Yes, 

what 

This 

recognize that item? 

s1 r, I do. 

does the item appear to be? 

is the wedding band in the photograph there 

14 that was taken from the left ring finger of the skeletal 

15 remains. 

16 Q same or substantially the same condition as it was 

17 when you seized it from the Medical Examiner's office? 

A Yes, sir. 

564 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MR. FUCHS: Your Honor, at this time I move State's 

Exhibit 11 into evidence. 

THE COURT: Any objection to 11? 

MR. WAY: No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: will be admitted. 

24 (State's Exhibit No. 11 received in evidence.) 

25 BY MR. FUCHS: 
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Q Now, we've been referring to the remains found as 

being Mike Williams. It's my understanding that the Florida 

Department of Law Enforcement conducted DNA testing to make 

that determination; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And was it in fact determined to be Mike Williams? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. FUCHS: Your Honor, permission to publish 

State's Exhibit 11 to the Jury. 

10 THE COURT: YOU may. 

11 (Pause.) 
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12 MR. FUCHS: I have no further questions, Your Honor. 

13 THE COURT: Cross. 

14 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

15 BY MR. WAY: 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q Good afternoon, Mr. schwoob. 

A Good afternoon. 

Q Based on your experience and training and consistent 

with the photographs you just showed the Jury, was the wound 

caused by a close range shotgun blast to the head? 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

And that would be what could be considered three 

23 feet or less? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

No, sir. I would say three to ten feet. 

would there have been substantial amount of blowback 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

or damage as a result of that shotgun shot to the face? 

A There could have. Yes, sir. 

Q would there have been quite amount -- large amount 

of blood or other biological tissue? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. WAY: Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Redirect. 

MR. FUCHS: Yes, Your Honor. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

You say there could be. 

Excuse me? 

You said there could be blowback. 

Yes, sir. There could be. 

could there not be? 

Yes, sir. There could not be. 

Q what kind of factors are we talking about there? 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A well, the factors would be the amount of destruction 

that occurred, whether there was actually any rebound. shot 

pellets went in, hit something, and they would bounce back 

out, wind conditions, air velocities. 

Q 

A 

okay. 

You know 

24 Q Specifically, if there was, in fact, blowback, what 

25 we're talking about is blood and things like that that had 
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1 come backwards, essentially, is what we're talking about, 

2 correct? 

Yes, s1 r. 3 

4 

A 

Q okay. If there was, in fact, blowback that ended up 

5 on the side of a boat in the morning hours, if there was a 

6 torrential downpour, would that sufficiently -- do you believe 

7 that would have washed away most of the blood? 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. It could have. 

And, in fact, that's how you keen clean up blood, 

10 correct? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, s1 r. 

Cut yourself on the finger before? 

Yes, sir. 

How do you clean that up? 

soak it with water. Flush it off. 

MR. FUCHS: No further questions. 

THE COURT: Any juror have a question of this 

witness? 

need 

(No audible response.) 

THE COURT: All right. You can step down. Do we 

to keep him further? 

MR. FUCHS: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Do you need him for any reason, Mr. way? 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: You're excused. Thank you for being 
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(witness exits.) 

THE COURT: who's your next witness going to be? 

MR. ROGERS: Dr. Flannagan. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

THE COURT: Maybe we ought to go ahead and take our 

break. Do you think it would be a good time to take a 

break? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

MR. FUCHS: I'm sorry? I think probably -- either 

now or right after her. she's not going to be very 

extensive --

THE COURT: okay. 

MR. FUCHS: -- given the circumstances 

THE COURT: okay. 

MR. FUCHS: -- in this case. 

THE COURT: sometimes that's pretty lengthy. 

MR. FUCHS: This is not going to be one of the 

longer ones. 

THE COURT: okay. 

(Pause.) 

THE COURT: If you'd face the clerk and be sworn, 

21 please, ma'am. 

22 whereupon, 

23 LISA FLANNAGAN 

24 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

25 examined and testified as follows: 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

THE COURT: Have a seat. slide up to the 

microphone, please, ma'am. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. ROGERS: 

569 

Q Doctor, can you please state and spell your name for 

the record? 

A Lisa Flannagan. That's F-L-A-N-N-A-G-A-N. 

Q can you -- how are you currently employed? 

A I'm employed as an associate medical examiner in 

this district. 

Q How long have you been a medical examiner? 

A I've worked full-time as a medical examiner in 

Florida since 1995. 

Q And can you tell me a little bit about your training 

and experience to get to where you are today? 

A Yes. I received my undergraduate degree from 

Florida State university. I then attended the university of 

Florida, college of Medicine. And I received my MD degree in 

1990. And after that, I completed a five-year residency 

program in pathology. And I did that at the university of 

North Carolina in Chapel Hill. And that included training in 

clinical pathology, anatomic pathology, and a one-year 

fellowship position in forensic pathology, which is my 

24 specialty. 

25 Q Are you board certified? 
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1 A Yes. I'm board certified in clinical pathology, 

2 anatomic pathology, and forensic pathology. 

3 Q Okay. Can you tell the jury what your general 

4 duties are as a medical examiner? 

5 A well, Florida has a medical examiner system to 

6 investigate deaths. so there are certain deaths that fall 

7 under our jurisdiction. Those are deaths that are not 

8 natural, homicides, suicide, accidental deaths. And we take 

9 jurisdiction of those cases and do a complete death 

10 investigation. 

11 Q How many death investigations would you say you've 

12 been a part of? 

13 A At this point, probably over 4000. 

14 MR. ROGERS: Judge, at this time I would tender the 

15 witness as to her ability to give an opinion testimony. 

16 THE COURT: Any voir dire? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

MR. WAY: No voir dire, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: okay. YOU may proceed. 

BY MR. ROGERS: 

Q All right, Dr. Flannagan. How did you become in 

21 this case -- become involved in this case? 

22 A I was notified by an agent with FDLE that they were 

23 at the scene with some skeletal remains. 

24 Q All right. And did you actually go out to the 

25 scene? 
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9 

Yes. I did respond to the scene. 

okay. And where was that at? 

It was out Gardner Road. 

And that's here in Leon county? 

Leon county. Yes. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q okay. when you got to the scene, can you describe 

it to the jury? 

A They had evidently been searching several days 

trying to find the remains, and they found the remains. And 
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10 that's when they called me to come out just to be there to see 

11 where the remains were, what kind of condition they were in, 

12 the environment that they were found in, and just to assist as 

13 they were recovered, to try to collect every bone that we 

14 could find. 

15 Q okay. can you describe the area that they were 

16 recovered? 

17 

18 

A It was gray, thick mud. 

area to get to, to get the remains. 

so it was a very difficult 

19 Q Now, were you able to do any examination at the 

20 scene of the, the remains that were recovered? 

21 A I did not do much of an examination at the scene. 

22 The there was mud all over the skeletal remains. There was 

23 some clothing. So we just gathered everything that we could 

24 and wrapped it in a sheet and then transported it to the 

25 morgue to do a more thorough examination. 
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1 Q Now, you mentioned clothing. Can you describe the 

2 clothing that you saw with these remains? 

3 A The clothing there, there was a long sleeve shirt 

4 on. The arms were still in the sleeves of the shirt, but the 

5 shirt itself had been pulled over the head. There were plaid 

6 boxers. There were -- there was a glove on each hand. And 

7 then on the left foot there was a sock and a -- what I called 

8 a bootie. 

9 Q okay. so, eventually, the remains were transported 

10 back to your office; is that right? 

11 A They were transported to the morgue. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

To the morgue. where did you perform the autopsy? 

we perform autopsies in the morgue at Tallahassee 

Memorial Healthcare. 

Q okay. can you tell the jury how you go about 

starting an autopsy in this type of case, where all you have 

is skeletal remains? 

A well, for this particular case, before I disturbed 

anything, I took X-rays of all of the remains. 

Q All right. when you took X-rays, did you find 

anything that stood out to you as abnormal? 

A Yes. one of the first things that we saw in the 

head, there were extensive skull fractures. And then I could 

see numerous bird shot pellets. 

Q when you talk about skull fractures, can you 
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1 describe those in more detail? 

2 A well, they're extensive fractures of the skull. And 

3 those stayed together after he decomposed, because the shirt 

4 had been pulled up over the head. so those were all together 

5 and not scattered. so that's why I was able to find the 

6 fragments of the skull, as well as to recover the bird shot 

7 pellets and, actually, the shot cup, as well. 

8 Q okay. And I believe the jury had some testimony 

9 earlier about what a shot cup is. what is your understanding 

10 of what a shot cup is? 

11 A well, when a shotgun is fired, the ammunition is the 

12 shot cup which is the plastic cup, basically, with the pellets 

13 in it. so when the gun is fired, the shot cup will come out 

14 of the end. And as it travels through the air, that plastic 

15 shot cup will start to spread, and the pellets will be 

16 dispersed. But when it initially comes out, it's all 

17 together. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q 

and the 

A 

Q 

skeletal 

A 

And you said you recovered both bird shot pellets 

shot cup from the skull of Mr. Williams? 

Yes, I did. 

okay. were you able to examine the rest of the 

remains for injuries? 

Yes. So the remainder of the autopsy, all of the 

24 bones were cleaned to get the mud off them. And then they 

25 were all examined and they were x-rayed. And I didn't see any 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

other injuries. Several of the bones were extensively 

deteriorated and fragile. But from what I could see, there 

were no other in]uries. 

Q How -- I mentioned earlier that these were the 

remains of Mike Williams. How did we go about determining 

that? 

A I turned over a segment of the bone to FDLE, and 

then it was sent to the lab and DNA testing was performed to 

establish positive ID. 

Q Based on everything that you were able to examine, 

11 do you have an opinion as to what caused the death of Mike 

12 Williams? 

574 

13 A Yes. I ruled the cause of death as a shotgun wound 

14 to the head. 

15 Q okay. Do you have an opinion on where he was shot 

16 from, which direction? 

17 A well, looking at the fracture to the skull, it 

18 appeared that he had been shot in the facial area. 

19 MR. ROGERS: Judge, may I approach the witness? 

20 THE COURT: YOU may. 

21 (off-the-record discussion.) 

22 BY MR. ROGERS: 

23 Q I'm showing you, Dr. Flanagan, what I've marked as 

24 State's composite Exhibit A through G. without showing them 

25 to the jury, can you look at them? The question as to all of 
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1 them is if they're fair and accurate depictions of what you 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

saw. 

A Yes, they are. 

MR. ROGERS: Judge, I would offer 12-A through G 

into evidence at this time. 

THE COURT: Any objection? 

7 MR. WAY: No objection, Your Honor. 

8 THE COURT: 12-A through G will be admitted. 

575 

9 (State's Exhibit Nos. 12-A through 12-G received in 

10 evidence.) 

11 

12 

MR. ROGERS: Permission to publish? 

THE COURT: You may. 

13 BY MR. ROGERS 

14 Q Dr. Flannagan, I believe you have a laser pointer in 

15 front of you. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A This it? 

Q First, I want to show you what's been entered as 

State's Exhibit 12-A. can you tell the jury what this is? 

A This was one of the initial photographs showing the 

state of the remains with mud over it. what this is showing 

is the shirt and how it was over the head. And that's 

basically what kept all the bone fragments of the head 

together, along with the pellets in the shot cup. 

Q 

A 

Moving on to 12-B. what is this? 

This was an X-ray of the remains in the area that 
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1 was shown on the previous photographs. This is the head where 

2 extensive fractures and all of these small round dots, those 

3 are the, the bird shot pellets. 

4 Q 

5 right? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

okay. Now, we don't see the shot cup in this X-ray, 

No. It does not show up. 

That's because it's plastic? 

Yes. 

okay. I'm showing you now what's entered as 12-c. 

10 what is this a photograph of? 

11 A These were photographs taken of both -- it's 

12 actually the forearms and the hands. And, like I said, each 

13 hand was still in a glove. so this is -- I was able to lay it 

14 out, such as this, and take an X-ray. 

15 on the left hand, what do you see? 

16 The --

17 Anything that's nonskeletal? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Yes. There was a ring on his finger, on the left 

showing you 12-D. Is this a closeup of the left 

Yeah. This is a closeup photograph of that X-ray to 

23 show the ring. 

24 Q so the photograph of State's Exhibit 12-E, is this a 

25 photograph of the ring that was recovered? 
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1 A Yes. This is a photograph that I took after I 

2 removed the ring from the glove. 

3 Q This ls State's Exhibit 12-F. what ls this showing? 

4 A This ls a photograph of some of the bones after I 

5 had washed them. And this is his mandible or his jaw. There 

6 were some teeth that were loose. And then these -- the upper 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Jaw, the maxilla. And that was all fractured. 

Q can you show -- is the jaw fractured, as well? 

A Yes. The jaw is in two pieces here. There's a 

piece here that was -- I did not put in this photograph. But 

11 this was just to show that there were fractures of the 

12 mandible as well as the maxilla. 

13 Q And that would be a fracture that's caused by 

14 something outside of just regular decomposition? 

15 A Yes. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q Finally, this is State's Exhibit 12-G. what are we 

looking at in this photograph? 

A This is a photograph of the skull fragments that I 

recovered from the head area, and these larger pieces are the, 

the cranial cavity as far as the sides of the head and the top 

and the back of the head. Those are larger pieces of bone. 

And all of these smaller pieces were the fractured facial 

bones. 

Q Is it this photograph that would lead you to your 

conclusion that he was shot in the face? 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A Yes. 

(off-the-record discussion.) 

MR. ROGERS: Nothing further, Judge. 

THE COURT: Cross. 

MR. WAY: No cross, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Any juror have a question of this 

witness? 

(No audible response.) 

THE COURT: All right. You can step down. 

THE WITNESS: All right. Thank you. 

578 

THE COURT: Did -- I'm sorry. Did I hear something? 

All right. You can step down. 

Do we need to keep her further? 

MR. ROGERS: No, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Do you need her for any reason? 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. Thank you. 

THE COURT: All right. You're excused. 

why don't we take a break. Take 15 minutes. Either 

side need anything? 

MR. FUCHS: No, Your Honor. 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

(Jury exits; brief recess.) 

THE BAILIFF: All rise. Court is back in session. 

THE COURT: Let's have a Jury, please. 

THE BAILIFF: Yes, sir. 
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1 

2 

3 

(Jury enters.) 

THE COURT: All right. If the witness would face 

the clerk and be sworn, please. Right here. 

4 Everybody else can be seated. 

5 whereupon, 

6 TIMOTHY LANGLAND 

7 

8 

9 

was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

examined and testified as follows: 

THE COURT: Have a seat and slide up to the 

microphone, please, sir. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. ROGERS 

Q And, sir, can you please state and spell your name 

for the court reporter? 

A My name is Timothy J. Langland. That is spelled 

L-A-N-G-L-A-N-D. 

Q And, Mr. Langland, how are you currently employed? 

A I'm associate general counsel and chief compliance 

579 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

officer of Kansas city Life Insurance company in Kansas city, 

Missouri. 

Q okay. can you give me a brief rundown of your, your 

23 training and background before you got to that position? 

24 A I have a juris doctorate law degree. I also hold 

25 multiple insurance certifications, including a chartered Life 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

580 

underwriter, Fellow of the Life Management Institute, and I'm 

a registered principal, which is a series 24 in the securities 

world. I have nearly 20 years of experience of working in the 

insurance industry as an attorney and a compliance specialist. 

Q All right. Also part of your job duties, you're a 

custodian of records for Kansas city Life Insurance company; 

is that right? 

A That is correct. 

Q okay. I want to talk to you about some records. 

were you asked to prepare some records for this case, which is 

the murder of Michael Williams? 

A Yes. 

Q And those records, are they kept in the ordinary 

course of business? 

A Yes. 

Q And are they made with -- by someone that had 

17 personal knowledge of the events? 

18 A Yes. 

19 Q And are they made at or near the time of those 

20 events happening? 

21 A They were. 

22 MR. ROGERS: Judge, may I approach the witness? 

23 

24 

25 

THE COURT: YOU may. 

BY MR. ROGERS: 

Q Mr. Langland, I'm going to show you what I've marked 
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1 as State's Exhibit 13-A through 13-D. Are these the 

2 

3 

records 

THE COURT: A through D, is that ... 

4 MR. HOBBS: D, as in dog. Yes, sir. 

5 THE COURT: okay. 

6 BY MR. ROGERS: 

581 

7 Q Are these part of the records that were provided in 

8 this case? 

9 A Yes. The --

10 Q And are those fair and accurate depictions of the 

11 records? 

12 A Yes. 

13 MR. ROGERS: Judge, I would offer State's Exhibit 

14 13-A through 13-D at this time. 

15 THE COURT: Any objection? 

16 MR. WAY: No objection, Your Honor. 

17 THE COURT: They will be admitted. 

18 (State's Exhibit Nos. 13-A through 13-D received in 

19 evidence.) 

20 BY MR. ROGERS 

21 

22 

Q Permission to publish? 

THE COURT: YOU may. 

23 BY MR. ROGERS: 

24 Q I'm going to first show you what's been marked as 

25 13-A. what is this? 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

That is an application for insurance. 

You have a laser pointer here. 

okay. 

who was applying to get insured? 

Jerry Williams. 

what was the middle initial on that? 

A Jerry M. Williams, sorry. 

Q okay. And did he tell say what his beneficiary 

would be in this application? 

A Yes. Denise M. Williams, his wife. 

Q okay. I also see a line that says, contingent 

beneficiary. what is a contingent beneficiary? 

A contingent beneficiary is someone who would be the 

primary beneficiary should the primary beneficiary, as 

designated on the application, pass away or disclaim their 

proceeds. 

Q was there any other primary beneficiary other than 

Denise Williams? 

A No. 

(off-the-record discussion.) 

21 BY MR. ROGERS: 

22 Q The contingent beneficiaries, what are their 

23 relationship to -- what is their relationship to Michael 

24 Williams? 

25 A The father-in-law and mother-in-law. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q Now moving on to page 2. This is more -- does this 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

show what amount of insurance which was applied for? 

A Yes. one million dollars. 

Q Then I'm looking on this -- on the third page of 

this exhibit, in the evidence of insurability section, can you 

point to that for the jury? 

A (Indicating.) 

Q was there another insurance -- life insurance policy 

that Mike Williams had? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

was it supplied by Kansas city Life Insurance? 

A Yes. The insurance amount on that face policy 

listed there is $250,000. It preceded the million-dollar 

application that we're looking at. 

Q Are you aware -- we'll get to that in a minute. 

THE COURT: Is all of this part of A or are these 

part of the --

MR. FUCHS: 

THE COURT: 

BY MR. ROGERS: 

This is part of A, Your Honor. 

okay. 

Q Then going on to page 4. Are -- what is this 

22 showing? 

23 A These are underwriting questions related to the 

24 insured's -- I'm sorry. I can't quite see it there. I 

25 believe related either health and/or activities that they 
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1 undertake. 

2 Q so it costs more to insure someone who goes 

3 skydiving or 

correct. 

has a dangerous job as opposed to -

or a bad health history. 

584 

4 

5 

6 

7 

A 

Q 

A 

Q okay. And the moving on through the pages, this is 

8 more of the health information? 

9 

10 

A 

Q 

That's correct. Those are all health questions. 

And going on to page 6, it's a civilian aviation 

11 questionnaire. 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

Yes. which was clearly left blank. 

okay. And then we skip to page 9. what were the 

14 pages 7, 8 -- 7 and 8 that -- had included? 

15 A Those would have been further extraordinary activity 

16 questionnaires, military service, things that certain 

17 individuals have to fill out because either they are engaged 

18 in those activities or are member of the armed services. In 

19 this case, clearly, Mr. Williams was not. so those pages were 

20 just not attached to the application. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

can 

Q okay. so moving on to page 9 of the application, 

you tell the date that this application was filled out? 

A Yes. It was April 18th of 2000. 

Q Is that April 15th or 18th? 

A sorry. Yes, 15th. 
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5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q 

A 

Q 

So April 15th of the year 2000? 

Yes. 

And it contains Mike Williams' signature? 

A Yes. 

Q who else has signed this document? 

A The writing agent, Brian winchester. 

Q I want to move on and show you what's been already 

entered into evidence as State's 13-B. what is this? 

585 

A That is a claimant's statement. That is what -- the 

form a beneficiary fills out when they are applying for the 

proceeds after an insurer dies. 

Q Listed on this, is there multiple policies? 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

can you point that out to the jury? 

Right here on this line, both of the policies with 

Kansas city Life are listed. 

Q And those policies correspond to the $1 million 

application that we just saw; is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q As well as the $250,000 policy, as well. 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

whose signatures do you see on this claimant's 

23 statement? 

24 

25 

A The beneficiary, Ms. Williams, signed here. And the 

agent signed as witness on the second line. 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

what date was that? 

It appears to be January 4th, 2001. 

Are you aware if these claims were actually paid 

after an investigation? 

A Yes. 

586 

Q I'm going to show you what's been entered as State's 

13-c. Let me see if I can get this to come in. what is this? 

A That is a screen print from our policy 

administration system that would have been created at the time 

the check was created to make the claim payment. 

Q so when I make a claim on a life insurance, do I 

just get the face value of the policy, or is there something 

additional on top of that? 

A Many states require that life insurance 

companies pay claim interest in addition to the claim amount. 

And in this case, in Florida, was such a state. so there was 

interest that was added to the amount. 

Q what was the interest rate on this account? 

A I believe it was eight in this claim. 

Q okay. so what was the total amount of the check 

that was cut in this case, for this policy? 

A A little hard to read from up here but it --

THE COURT: You can hand it to him. Rather than 

have him guess. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. $264,521.55. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

BY MR. ROGERS: 

Q And who was that check made out to? 

A Denise Williams. 

Q Now I'm showing you what's been entered as State's 

Exhibit 13-D. Again, what are we looking at here? 

A It's the exact same document that we had on the 

prior slide. This is simply on the million-dollar policy, 

same exact description. It's a screen print from our policy 

administration system that would have been generated at the 

10 time the check was cut. 

11 MR. ROGERS: Judge, may I approach the witness? 

12 THE COURT: You may. 

13 BY MR. ROGERS: 

Q 

A 

sorry. 

what ls the total amount of this check? 

one million dollars, six 6,200 -- 62,502.75. 

THE COURT: can we do that one more time, please? 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. $1,062,502.75. 

BY MR. ROGERS: 

Q And who was that check made out to? 

Also made out to Denise Williams. 

How are insurance agents paid? 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A On commission, mostly. Kansas City Life agents are 

paid on comm1ss1on. 

Q what type of comm1ss1on ls ls it variable 
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1 depending on who the agent is? 

2 

3 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

what's a -- do you know specifically what Brian 

4 winchester's commission would have been? 

588 

5 A I do not know what his specific commission rate for 

6 the sale of this policy was. 

7 

8 

9 

is? 

Q 

A 

Are you aware of what a general range of commission 

I would say in the industry it can average from 

10 anywhere from 80 percent to 120 percent of first year premium. 

11 Q Are you aware, from looking at the records, what 

12 first year premium was in this case? 

13 A I believe it was $1600, approximately. 

14 Q so it would have been anywhere between 80 and 120 

15 percent of $1600? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A In that range, yes. 

(off-the-record discussion.) 

MR. ROGERS: Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Cross. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

21 BY MR. WAY: 

22 Q Good afternoon, sir. 

23 A Afternoon. 

24 Q As it related to the -- was it the contingent 

25 beneficiaries? The person who applies for the policy, they 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 



589 

1 pick who would be contingent beneficiaries, correct? 

2 A Generally, yes. 

3 Q And, in this particular case, Mr. Williams selected 

4 his mother and father-in-law, correct? 

5 A I believe so. 

6 Q You mentioned there was an investigation. In your 

7 review of the record and in preparation of your testimony 

8 today, did you learn there was a contestable death 

9 investigation in this case? 

10 Yes. 

11 And that contestable death investigation concluded 

12 recommendation that the insurance monies should be 

13 

14 That's correct. 

15 Now, after the insurance monies were paid, did 

16 Kansas city Life continue to receive information related to 

17 the Mike Williams' disappearance? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And from your review of the file and your 

20 information, did Kansas city Life receive a official inquiry 

21 from the State of Florida, Department of Insurance, in April 

22 of 2002, indicating that there was a investigation being 

23 opened by that agency? 

24 A Yes. 

25 Q And did you understand the Department of Insurance 
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1 letter to be a letter from a law enforcement agency? 

2 A Yes. 

3 THE COURT: Let's go, let's go to sidebar, please. 

4 Let's have the court reporter, please. 

5 (sidebar discussion held.) 

6 THE COURT: sorry to interrupt but I just wanted to 

7 make sure we -- if we're going to get into the insurance 

8 fraud charges, then okay, if that's what you want to do. 

9 But I don't want to accidentally stumble into -- going 

10 into insurance fraud, the insurance fraud charges. so I 

11 think we need to -- are you planing to get into that? 

12 MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. I was actually done with 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

that question. 

THE COURT: 

MR. WAY: 

I just wanted him 

okay. 

-- to testify they did receive a letter in 

2002. My next question will be: Did they receive 

another letter from law enforcement in 2004? Yes. Done. 

THE COURT: okay. well, we need to -- I just want 

to be careful if that's not where you what you want to 

get into. I wouldn't say whether, you know, whether 

we've opened a door at this point or not. But anyway, if 

that's as far as you're going to take it, so be it. I 

just put you on a heads-up. okay? 

MR. WAY: Yes, sir. 

(sidebar discussion concludes.) 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

THE COURT REPORTER: I'm ready, Your Honor. 

MR. WAY: 

Mr. Longland [sic], did -- based on your review of 

the records and the information, did your life insurance 

company also receive a law enforcement inquiry in 2004? 

A Yes. 

MR. WAY: Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Redirect? 

MR. ROGERS: No, Your Honor. 

591 

THE COURT: All right. Any juror have questions of 

this witness? 

(No audible response.) 

THE COURT: All right. YOU may step down. Do we 

need to keep him any further? 

MR. ROGERS: No, Your Honor. 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. You're excused. Thank you 

for being here. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

(Witness exits.) 

THE COURT: 

MR. ROGERS: 

(Pause.) 

call your next witness. 

State will call Chad carpenter. 

THE COURT: come on up here, please, sir. If you 

would face the clerk here and raise your right hand, 
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1 please. 

2 THE WITNESS: All right. 

3 whereupon, 

4 CHAD CARPENTER 

5 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

6 examined and testified as follows: 

7 

8 

9 

THE COURT: Have a seat. slide up to the 

microphone, please, sir. 

You may proceed. 

10 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

11 BY MR. ROGERS: 

12 Q Sir, can you please state and spell your name? 

13 A Chad carpenter, c --

14 Q And spell your name. I'm sorry. 

15 A All right. C-H-A-D, C-A-R-P-E-N-T-E-R. 

16 Q Mr. carpenter, how are you currently employed? 

17 A I'm currently employed at country Life as a claims 

18 manager. 

19 Q okay. Tell me a little bit about your employment 

20 and educational background. 
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21 A I've been with country Life, let's see, 16 years. I 

22 worked ten years prior to that at a different insurance 

23 company. Educational background, I have earned an 

24 undergraduate degree at western Illinois university. And then 

25 a master's degree at Northern Illinois university. And the 
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8 

9 

Q 

A 

Q 

okay. 

sorry. 

You're, you're currently working for country Life 

Insurance, right? 

A correct. 

Q Are you aware of the name Cotton States Life 

Insurance? 

A Yes. Cotton States Life Insurance company is a 

company that we purchased back in 2004. 

Q okay. Are you a custodian of records for country 

Life, as well as now Cotton States? 

593 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

A Yes. Country Life, I'm the custodial record keeper 

for all of country Life's claims, as well as policy stuff. 

And that would include the Cotton States information that we 

purchased in 2004. 

16 MR. ROGERS: Judge, may I approach? 

17 THE COURT: YOU may. 

18 BY MR. ROGERS: 

19 Q I'm showing you what we've marked as State's Exhibit 

20 14-A, B, c, and D. Are those part of the records that you 

21 were requested to provide in this case? 

22 A Yes. we were requested to provide these records. 

23 Q And they're fair and accurate depictions of those 

24 records? 

25 A Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MR. ROGERS: Judge, I would offer 14-A through 14-D, 

as in dog, at this point. 

evidence.) 

THE COURT: Any objection? 

MR. WAY: No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: They will be admitted. 

(State's Exhibit Nos. 14-A through 14-D received in 

MR. ROGERS: Permission to publish, Your Honor? 

THE COURT: YOU may. 

10 BY MR. ROGERS: 

11 Q And, Mr. carpenter, kind of -- just kind of walk 

12 through this. I believe you have a laser pointer in front of 

13 you. I'm going to show you what's been entered as 14-A at 

14 this point. And what do you see in 14-A? 

15 A That is Cotton States Life application. It was one 

16 that was pro -- filled out to get the insurance. 

17 Q And who filled out the -- who is the proposed 

18 insured in this case? 

19 A Williams. 

20 Q Michael Williams? 

21 A Mike Williams. Yeah, Michael Williams. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

And how much was the face amount for this policy? 

The face amount was the 500,000. 

was there a beneficiary for this policy? 

Yes. 
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7 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

And who is that beneficiary? 

Denise Williams. 

okay. And what was that relationship? 

wife. 

And what was her birthday? 

3/7 of '70. 

All right. And, finally, on the last page of 

8 State's Exhibit 14-A, who is this signed by? 
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9 A I believe that's Mr. Williams' signature. And then 

10 the agent's signature down there. 

11 

12 

13 

Q 

A 

Q 

And who's the agent in this case? 

Stansel. 

okay. Looking at the date that this was filled out, 

14 can you make out what that date is, or, from the rest of the 

15 records that you reviewed, are you aware of when the policy 

16 was applied for? 

17 

18 

A 

Q 

Yeah. It looked like 3/27 of '01. 

Going back through your records, though, ls that --

19 ls it '01 or ls it actually 2000? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

at 

A or it might have been 2000, if I remember, looking 

the information from the, the system log. 

Q okay. 

A As well as Backpage. 

Q So its fair to say that this was --

A That was --
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Q 

A 

Q 

applied for in 

2000. 

March of 2000? 

A Yes. 

Q Now I'm showing you what's been entered as 14-B. 

what is this? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A That is country Life -- or I'm sorry, Cotton States 

claim form for a death. 

Q okay. 

10 A so a beneficiary fills out the information to 

11 start -- initiate the claim. 

12 Q okay. And who is that filled out by? 

13 A signature is Denise Williams. 

14 Q And does it have a date? 

15 A Yes. September 9th but it's cut off on that 

16 version. September 19th. 

17 Q okay. Now I'm showing you what's been entered as 

18 14-c. what is this? 

19 A That would have been the settlement letter that 

20 Kathy Gray (phonetic) sent out when they sent the check for 

21 the claim. 

22 Q okay. what was the total amount of the check? 

23 

24 

25 

A It's hard to read from here but it's five -

MR. ROGERS: May I approach the witness, Judge? 

THE COURT: Please do. 
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THE WITNESS: Yeah. The amount was $504,453.46. 

BY MR. ROGERS: 

Q That's greater than the face amount of the policy. 

why is that? 

A That would have been due to the interest, just 

additional interest proceeds play -- paid on it. 

Q And then I'm showing you what's been entered as 

State's Exhibit 14-D. what is this a copy of? 

A That would have been a copy of the check when it 

was after it was cashed. so it would have been our actual 

11 check payment and then endorsement side. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

And who is that check made out to? 

Denise Williams. 

(off-the-record discussion.) 

MR. ROGERS: Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Cross. 

MR. WAY: No cross, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Any juror have a question of 

this witness? All right. If not, you may step down. Do 

we need to keep him any further? 

MR. ROGERS: No, Your Honor. 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. You're excused. Thank you 

for being here. Free to go. 

(Witness exits.) 
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2 

3 

THE COURT: call your next witness. 

MR. ROGERS: 

(Pause.) 

4 THE CLERK: If you'll raise your right hand. 

5 whereupon, 

6 WILLIAM MICKLER 

7 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

8 examined and testified as follows: 

9 THE COURT: YOU may proceed. 

10 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

11 BY MR. FUCHS: 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Good afternoon, sir. 

Good afternoon. 

can you please introduce yourself to the jurors? 

My name is William Mickler. 

And, Mr. Mickler, are you employed? 

A I am. 

Q where are you employed at? 

A I'm employed by the Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement. 

Q what do you do for the Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement? 

A I'm currently a special agent and supervisor 

assigned to the office of Statewide Intelligence. 

Q what does that mean? 
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1 A I supervise the domestic security intelligence 

2 component of OSI, as well as the cyber intelligence component 

3 of OSI. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

How long have you been in that position? 

since October. 

of this year? 

Yes, sir. 

Prior to that position, what was your assignment at 

9 Florida Department of Law -- or were you working at Florida 

10 Department of Law Enforcement? 

11 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

A 

I was. 

what was your capacity at that point? 

I was a special agent assigned to the violent crimes 

14 squad within the Tallahassee Regional Operations center. 

15 

16 

Q 

A 

And what does that mean? 

That means that I was sent to investigate violent 

17 crimes, person crimes, crimes against children. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

of 

Q How long have you been with the Florida Department 

Law Enforcement? 

A Five years. 

Q Do you have any prior law enforcement experience 

A Yes --

Q than that? 

A sir. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q what is that? 
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1 A I spent just under six years with the Kissimmee 

2 Police Department in Kissimee, Florida. 

3 Q okay. so all in all we're talking about 12 years? 

4 A Ten years, sir. 

5 Q Ten years. okay. My math -- that's why I'm a 

6 lawyer. I can't do math. In your capacity at the Florida 

7 Department of Law Enforcement, as a special agent 

8 investigator, did you have occasion to become involved in the 

9 investigation regarding the disappearance turned into a murder 

10 of Mike Williams? 

11 A Yes, I did. 

12 

13 

Q 

A 

How did you become initially involved? 

I was brought onto the investigative team, because I 

14 was on the violent crimes squad. 

15 Q when was that? 

16 A Probably would have been 2015, 2016, sometime in 

17 there. 

18 Q okay. was your involvement in the investigation 

19 prior to Mr. winchester's arrest for the kidnapping of Denise 

20 Williams? 

21 A I'm sorry. say that again. 

22 Q were you on the team prior to winchester's arrest 

23 for the kidnapping of Denise Williams? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

okay. so you were on the team at that particular 
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1 time, correct? 

2 

3 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

okay. At some point law enforcement, through the 

4 State Attorney's office, as well as involvement with the 

5 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, conducted a proffer 

6 agree -- proffer statement with Mr. winchester, correct? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 on. 

13 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

And were you involved in that? 

I was. 

where were you -- how were you involved in that? 

I was able to monitor the proffer as it was going 

And it's my understanding that you had been in 

14 communication with the state attorney investigator, Jason 

15 Newlin, correct? 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

That's correct. 

Following that statement, did you have further 

18 involvement on that day? 

19 

20 

21 

A 

Q 

A 

I did. 

okay. And what was that? 

we went out to an undeveloped area off of Gardner 

22 Road that deaded into Carr Lake. 

23 Q okay. And my understanding is there are other --

24 another Florida Department of Law Enforcement investigator 

25 involved at that particular time, too. 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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A There was. 

Q who was that? 

A It was Special Agent Mike Devaney. 

Q okay. And following -- why was that you went to the 

Gardner Road area? 

A Because Mr. winchester indicated that he would take 

the investigators out to where the body of Mike Williams was 

disposed. 

Q once he took every -- law enforcement out to that 

location, did you and Mr. -- Agent Devaney assume a role in 

making sure that that body was searched for at that location? 

A We did. 

Q How was it that you went about going to do that? 

A I authored a search warrant for the area. And then 

we coordinated, ensuring the right amount of personnel and, 

and property that would be needed to forensically excavate the 

area and find human remains. 

Q why a search warrant for just an area off Carr Road? 

A Because the condition of the, of the land. It would 

have required the removal of dirt and trees and other, other 

items of vegetation that could -- we could have been bound by 

different rules and regulations in the removal of those, those 

things without a search warrant. 

Q Fair to say that the, the search for Mr. Williams' 

remains was a very unique situation? 
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6 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A It was. 

Q Don't normally have to do -- and we've already had 

ward schwoob. You know who he is, correct? 

A I do. 

Q And who was he involved in your investigation? 

A He's the crime scene analyst supervisor over the 

crime scene unit. 

Q Don't normally have to do coffer dams. Don't 

normally have to use excavators and things of that nature, 

correct? 

A 

Q 

I've never been involved in that before. 

okay. And it's my understanding that the remains 

were identified as Mr. Williams, correct? 

A correct. 

Q At that point, the investigation takes on a 

different based upon the identification determination, it 

17 was in fact a homicide -- as well as statements of 

18 Mr. winchester. It takes on a different role from the 

19 suspicious persons and moved into a murder investigation; is 

20 that correct? 

21 

22 

A 

Q 

That's correct. 

At some point did Florida Department of Law 

603 

23 Enforcement attempt to do a -- I think you referred to it as a 

24 bump with Denise winchest -- or Denise Williams. 

25 A we did. 
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what is that? 

A bump is a controlled contact between either a 

1 

2 

3 confidential source or a undercover agent that's acting or 

4 agent that's in an undercover capacity in order to try to 

5 contact a person. 

6 

7 

Q 

A 

okay. And what would be the purpose of doing that? 

To elicit contact or information from the person 

8 that is, that is bumped. 

9 Q okay. In this situation, how did you go about doing 

10 so? 

11 A Another special agent was under the undercover role 

12 of someone named chuck. And he went to Ms. Williams' place of 

13 employment and bumped into her in the parking lot. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

did 

Q 

it 

A 

Q 

A 

okay. And were you able 

I guess, did it work? 

No. 

okay. what happened? 

Agent Greene approached 

to glean any information 

Ms. Williams and initially 

or 

19 said something to her to the effect of, my name is chuck and I 

20 served time in the -- in the jail with Mike. At that point, 

21 Ms. Williams screamed, get away from me and proceeded to the 

22 building where she worked. 

23 Q okay. And then she, in fact, called law 

24 enforcement, Florida State university Police Department. 

25 A I was told she did. Yes. 
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1 Q okay. Based upon that, did you have to take steps 

2 to keep Florida Department of Law -- I mean, Florida State 

3 university Police Department from investigating your agent? 

4 A we did. 

5 Q okay. what was that? 

6 A I contacted sergeant Wooten, who was the sergeant 

7 over investigations at FSUPD and advised him that we would be 

8 in their jurisdiction and what we were going to be doing. 

9 Q okay. Fair to say this is a, I guess, a close-kept 

10 secret of what you're doing? The more people know, the -- it 

11 may not work, correct? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Correct. 

And it didn't work, actually, after all. 

correct. 

Did sergeant Wooten with the Florida State 

16 university Police Department assume a role as if he was the 

17 lead investigator for Florida State university Police 

18 Department towards Ms. Williams? 

19 A Initially, yes. 

20 Q You say initially. Did something change? 

21 

22 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

okay. what changed? 

23 A we later instructed Sergeant Wooten to advise 

24 Ms. Williams to -- that Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

25 was going to take lead on this investigation because of our 
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1 ability to exploit telephone records and, and different things 

2 and our cyber capabilities. 

3 Q up to that point, ls it your understanding that 

4 Ms. Williams was in direct contact and constant contact with 

5 sergeant Wooten at the FSU Police Department? 

6 

7 

A 

Q 

That's my understanding. 

Former to be -- after she had been told that Florida 

8 Department of Law Enforcement is taking over the 

9 investigation, did you attempt to reach out and talk to 

10 Ms. Williams? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

I did. 

Did she respond to your communications? 

No, s1 r. 

Did she return 

No, s1 r. 

Did she reach 

No, s1 r. 

Text you? 

No, s1 r. 

any of your phone calls? 

out and call you? 

Any communication at all with her? 

I did have communication with her the -- I believe 

22 around the 18th of December, 2017, when I reached out and 

23 called her and, and we spoke. 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

okay. And that was the nature of that? 

That I would like to sit down and talk to her 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 



607 

regarding the incident that happened at FSU. 

Q okay. But up to that point, no communication, 

correct? 

A No, sir. 

Q And it's my understanding that would be about the 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 same time you informed her of Mike Williams being deceased in 

7 a murder? 

8 A That was several days later. 

9 Q At some point did Florida Department of Law 

10 Enforcement recruit a -- what would have been, at that time, a 

11 confidential source? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, sir. 

And who was that? 

Kathy Thomas. 

who is Kathy Thomas? 

The former spouse of Brian winchester. 

Okay. So formerly Ms. Kathy Winchester? 

Yes, sir. 

19 Q what was the intention of recruiting Ms. Thomas? 

20 A she was still in regular communication with 

21 Ms. Williams, and she had a very vast understanding of the 

22 relationships between all the parties involved. 

23 Q okay. In recruiting her as a source, did Florida 

24 State univer -- I mean, did Florida Department of Law 

25 Enforcement take any steps to try and do a recording, 
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controlled calls, if you will? 

A we did. 

Q what is a controlled call? 

A controlled call is where the source is given 

parameters or directions as to what should be discussed. 

the call is recorded. 

And 

Q when you say given parameters about what should be 

discussed, what does that mean? 

A That means that law enforcement says, this is the 

information that we're looking to glean from this call. These 

are the things you can say. These are the things that you 

cannot do. 

Q when you say these are things you can do and can't 

do, what, what are we talking about? 

A where there's any type of promises made to the 

person or any type of information that, that we would not want 

to get out to the public. 

Q okay. Did you take those steps with Ms. Thomas? 

A we did. 

Q Did you help her, I guess, for lack of a better 

term, write a script or talk about come up with the things 

22 that were going to need to be said in order to try and get a 

23 controlled communication? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

we did. 

okay. And, to your knowledge, was she able to get a 
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23 

24 

25 
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controlled conversation with Ms. Denise Williams? 

A she was. 

Q Now, in order to control a conversation, is there 

anything that is done by Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

in order to record those communications? 

A There is. 

Q How do you go about that? 

A There -- a recorder was provided to Ms. Thomas that 

had a microphone that is placed in the, the ear of the person 

making the call. so that way the micro -- it's a two-way 

microphone. It picks up not only what's being said over the 

telephone but what's being said by the person in possession of 

that recording. 

Q okay. Now, it's my understanding that Ms. Thomas 

did not reside in Leon county at that particular time. 

A That is correct. 

Q so how is it that you're able to provide this 

equipment and get the recording and things of that nature? 

A she was in Tallahassee, and so it was provided to 

her when she was here. 

Q okay. And there was, in fact, a recording, probably 

more than one, over that time period, correct? 

A There was. 

Q And how is it that you were able to secure that 

actual recording? 
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5 

6 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

7 mean ... 

Ms. Thomas sent it back. 

via how? 

The us Mail. 

okay. so she mailed it back to you? 

Yes. 

The device records how? Is it a USB port? I 

610 

8 A It -- it's a digital recorder. so the recording is 

9 retrieved through a USB port and then onto a computer. 

10 Q so when you say she sent it back, she sent you the 

11 entire recorder back? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

lines? 

A 

Q 

she did. 

okay. Not just a file or something along those 

correct. 

During the time frame in which she was the source in 

doing these communications, did you maintain contact with her? 

A I did. 

Q okay. Phone calls, text messages, things along 

those lines. 

A That's correct. 

MR. FUCHS: One moment. 

(Off-the-record discussion.) 

MR. FUCHS: No further questions. 

THE COURT: Cross. 
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CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. WAY: 

Q Good afternoon, Agent Mickler. 

A Good afternoon, sir. 

Q All right. I need some help understanding this. 

You were -- let's talk about time line. were you aware that 

Ms. Williams was the victim of an armed kidnapping on August 

5th, 2016? 

A I was. 

Q And are you aware that during the course of that 

11 investigation into the armed kidnapping of Brian winchester 

12 that Special Agent Devaney had actually gone and spoken with 

13 Ms. Williams at the Leon county Jail? 

611 

14 A I'm not aware if he spoke with her at the jail. No, 

15 sir. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q Did you ever review or have any reference to any 

communications that Agent Devaney had with Ms. Williams on 

August 5th, 2016? 

A He spoke with her at the sheriff's office, if that's 

what you're referring to. 

Q Yeah, the sheriff's office. 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. I was aware that he spoke to her there. 

You were just aware -- were you present for the 

conversation or --

A No, sir. 
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Q Did you review it later on video or audio or 

anything of that nature? 

A No, sir. 

Q He just kind of filled you in on what happened. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q okay. That was approximately 14 months before we --

you tried this thing called the bump, correct? 

A correct. 

Q okay. And at this point in time, in October of 

2017, Ms. Williams is still the victim in the aggravated -- or 

I'm sorry, not aggravated but the armed kidnapping, and 

Mr. Brian winchester is yet to be sentenced; is that your 

understanding? 

A That's my understanding. 

Q And in October -- on October 9th of 2017, 

Mr. winchester gives his first statement to law enforcement as 

it relate -- under that proffer agreement, correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And that proffer agreement is really an immunity 

deal. He's not going to be charged, based on what he says, 

with the murder of Mike Williams. 

A That was my understanding. 

23 Q And you were not in the room for that interview. 

24 You watched remotely? 

25 A Yes, sir. 
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Q And in that proffer -- in that, I guess, immunity 

interview, Mr. winchester admitted that he killed Denise 

Williams' husband, Mike Williams. 

A Yes, sir. That's correct. 

613 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q so you know she's a widow and you now know, based on 

10 

11 

his own admission, who her husband's killer is. 

A correct. 

Q And thereafter, the Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement sets up this undercover bump scenario. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you're going to utilize subterfuge and have 

12 agents pretend to be people to approach her in a parking lot 

13 at her work. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

And when that person approached her, it scared her 

and she ran into her place of employment. 

A Is that a question? 

Q Yes. 

A Yes, she did. 

Q so, basically, this person approaches her, she 

screams, she runs inside. 

A correct. 

Q And thereafter starts this chain of events where law 

24 enforcement has to, essentially, misrepresent to Ms. Williams 

25 what actually happened to her in the parking lot of her own 
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1 place of employment; isn't that correct? 

2 A I'm not sure how they were representing to her -- or 

3 represented to her, sir. I didn't speak with her. 

4 Q well, you had spoken with sergeant Wooten at FSU 

5 Police Department, correct? 

I did. 6 

7 

A 

Q was sergeant Wooten instructed that if he was to 

8 receive -- or if FSU Police Department was to receive a call 

9 that Ms. Williams was approached by a strange man at her 

10 parking lot at that university, was sergeant Wooten instructed 

11 to tell her the truth and say, well, that was just an 

12 investigative technique? 

No, sir. 13 

14 

A 

Q He was instructed to treat it like it was a real 

15 threat to her and initiate an investigation. 

16 A He was told that he would be the, the lead 

Q The lead investigator into a nonexistent crime. 

A correct. 

Q Basically to lie to her. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, thereafter -- or were you made aware that in 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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A I don't remember that. 

Q But Ms. Williams spoke with Ms. Thomas quite 

frequently, didn't she? 

A It's my understanding. Yes, sir. 

Q And, to some extent, almost daily. 

A That's my understanding. 

Q And when you received back the digital tape recorder 

with all the information on it, there were a lot of phone 

calls, weren't there? 

A No, sir. 

Q 

record? 

she only recorded -- how many phone calls did she 

A she recorded one call with Ms. Williams. 

Q she didn't record all of her calls with 

Ms. Williams? 

A No, sir. 

Q Do you know how many calls Ms. Thomas may have had 

with Ms. Williams in your time frame of the investigation? 

A I do not. 

Q Approximately how long was the time frame of your 

investigation as relates to this recording scenario? 

A It started in -- sometime in mid January, I would, I 

would guess into February. 

Q This --

THE COURT: what year are we talking about? 
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1 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 2018. 

2 MR. WAY: 

3 Q was less than a month or was it, perhaps, a month or 

4 perhaps over a month? 

5 A Approximately a month. Maybe a month and a half. 

6 Q Going back to this bump, as you call it, at the --

7 at Florida State university, was there a note that was placed 

8 on Ms. Williams' car? 

9 A There was. 

10 Q And did Ms. Williams turn that note into law 

11 enforcement immediately? 

12 A My understanding is she did. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q And that note was authored by FDLE? 

A It was authored by an agent. Yes. 

Q It was a setup. It was a fictitious letter that was 

written with the efforts to try to facilitate something out of 

this bump, wasn't it? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q At the time that you -- whose idea was it to do the 

bump? 

A It would have -- the investigative team in a 

brainstorming session. I don't know who actually came up with 

the actual idea. 

Q Did anyone give any thought to the idea that 

approaching a woman who'd been kidnapped at gunpoint less than 
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place of employment, was a pretty cruel thing to try to do? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A I don't believe the approach was menacing. But that 

10 

11 

12 

was not considered. No, sir. 

Q Just didn't think about how she would react to what 

you were doing? 

A No, sir. 

MR. WAY: Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Redirect. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q Investigator Mickler, it's my understanding that 

13 when Mr. -- Agent Devaney met with Ms. Williams that he made 

14 it clear that Florida Department of Law Enforcement was 

15 investigating the disappearance of Mike Williams, correct? 

16 A That's my understanding. 

17 Q And then throughout the course of this bump and 

18 following this bump, she was maintaining constant informa 

19 constant contact with Florida Department -- with FSU Police 

20 Department, correct? 

21 A That's my understanding. Yes, sir. 

22 Q And as soon as she found out that Florida Department 

23 of Law Enforcement was assuming the investigation, she stopped 

24 communication; did she not? 

25 A with me, yes. 
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MR. FUCHS: No further questions. 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

THE COURT: All right. Any juror have a question of 

this witness? 

All right. You can step down. 

call your next. 

(Witness exits.) 

MR. ROGERS: The state calls sergeant Wooten. 

(Pause.) 

THE COURT: All right. If you'd face the clerk and 

10 be sworn, please, sir. 

11 THE CLERK: Raise your right hand. 

12 whereupon, 

13 RICHARD WOOTEN 

14 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

15 examined and testified as follows: 

16 THE COURT: YOU may proceed. 

17 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

18 BY MR. ROGERS: 

19 Q All right, sir, can you please state and spell your 

20 name for the record? 

21 A sergeant Richard Wooten, W-0-0-T-E-N. 

22 Q All right. And sergeant, how are you currently 

23 employed? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

FSU Police Department. 

And how long have you been in law enforcement? 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Fifteen and a half years, just over. 

Has all that time been with FSU? 

Yes, sir. 

Q All right. Tell the Jury a little bit about what 

your duties are as a sergeant. 

A so I'm a sergeant of the investigative unit. I 

oversee the day-to-day operations of investigations. And I 

also carry a caseload. 

619 

Q okay. I want to bring you to a case against Denise 

Williams. were you contacted by the Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement in reference to this case? 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir, I was. 

All right. And were you essentially read into the 

case at that point? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q what was explained to you that was going to happen? 

A so they basically asked me -- they were telling me 

that they were going to come on our campus. And they 

basically said that they were going to reach out to 

Ms. Williams on, on our campus. And, and they wanted us to 

know. And, and from that point I was going to take over if 

they called law -- if she called law enforcement, I was going 

to take over the investigation. 

Q when you say reach out, they were reaching out in an 

undercover capacity; is that your understanding? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q And did you eventually get a call to start 

investigating who reached out to Denise Williams? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q All right. Did you ever speak with Denise Williams? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q okay. Now, did you speak with her, initially? 

you the initial responding officer? 

A I was not. 

It was another one of FSU's patrol officers? 

Yes, sir. 

were 

Q 

A 

Q okay. At some time point later, you took over 

13 that investigation? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

That is correct. 

why did you take over the investigation? 

Because I had knowledge of it and -- so they were, 

they were basically telling me how I was going to handle the 

situation. 

Q okay. How many times would you say you had contact 

with Denise Williams? 

A 

Q 

A 

I'm not sure of exact number but several. 

All right. would you describe her as cooperative? 

Yes, sir. 

Q can you explain that to the Jury in a little bit 

more detail? 
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1 A So when I called her, she called me back. And she 

2 would reach out to me on a daily -- you know, on -- you know, 

3 routinely trying to get an update on the case. And, you know, 

4 asking what we've done and that sort of thing. 

5 okay. so sometimes she would call you; is that 

6 

8 And sometimes you would call her? 

9 Yes, sir. 

10 And was she concerned about the case? 

11 Absolutely. 

12 was she, in your op1n1on, interested in getting to 

13 the bottom of it? 

14 A Yes, sir. 

15 Q Did she ask about specific types of evidence that 

16 could be collected? 

17 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, sir. 

what type of evidence was she interested in finding? 

she wouldn't -- you know, anything that we could do 

20 to try to figure out who the person was that approached her in 

21 the parking lot. 

22 

23 

Q okay. At some point did you inform her that the 

investigation that you would like her to reach out to 

24 someone else? 

25 A I, I was instructed to connect her with FDLE. And, 
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and that's what I did. 

Q And how did you do that with her? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A I can't remember exactly if, if I told her to con -

I believe I told her that the FDLE cyber crimes people would 

be in touch with them, and, and at that point they were going 

to handle from there, because that's more their expertise. 

10 

11 

Q so you put her into communication with Florida 

Department of Law Enforcement. 

A That is correct. I opened up the communication line 

with them. 

Q Did you give her a name of the Florida Department of 

12 Law Enforcement agent that would be contacting her? 

13 A I believe it was Special Agent Mickler. 

14 

15 

Q 

A 

Mickler? 

Mickler, Mickler. sorry. 

16 Q During your time of investigating this, this bump, 

17 did you ever have trouble communicating with Denise Williams? 

18 A No, sir. 

19 

20 

MR. FUCHS: Nothing further. 

THE COURT: Cross. 

21 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

22 BY MR. WAY: 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

Good afternoon, Sergeant Wooten. 

Hey. Good afternoon. 

You're a likeable guy, aren't you? 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

were 

A 

Q 

you 

A 

Q 

I hope so. 

And when you 

respectful? 

Yes, s1 r. 

Did you seem 

had interactions with Ms. wi 11 i ams, 

concerned about her situation, about 

6 having been approached on the FSU campus by, by a stranger? 

Yes, sir. 

623 

7 

8 

A 

Q And she seemed genuinely scared and concerned about 

9 what happened to her? 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

But during this time, of course, you knew that was, 

12 that was a lie. You knew that had just been some kind of 

13 investigative setup by FDLE. 

14 

15 

A 

Q 

Yes, s1 r. 

But, but you continued to -- I want to say play 

16 along and talk with her and she talked with you? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

23 rapport? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Yes, s1 r. 

And no, no problems, no difficulty at all? 

with her -- communicating with her? 

Yes, s1 r. 

No, s1 r. 

You think that you and her had established a 

I believe so. 

The investigation, when you turned it over to FDLE, 
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1 did you tell her exactly why it was being turned over to FDLE? 

2 

3 

A 

but is 

Again, I don't remember exactly what I said verbatim 

I, I turned it over to the cyber unit at FDLE, 

4 because it's more of their specialty. 

5 Q But really you were directed to try to get her in 

6 contact with Agent Mickler, correct? 

7 A I was, I was trying to get them connected so they 

8 would, they would communicate. 

9 Q Agent Mickler was not with the cyber crime division, 

10 was he? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

this 

No, sir. 

MR. WAY: Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Redirect? 

MR. ROGERS: Nothing further, Judge. 

THE COURT: All right. Any juror have 

witness? 

(No audible response.) 

a question 

THE COURT: All right. YOU can step down. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Do we need to keep him any further? 

MR. FUCHS: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Do you need him 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: You're excused. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

for any reason? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MR. FUCHS: Your Honor, the State would request the 

afternoon break right now, if you don't mind. 

10 

11 

12 

THE COURT: All right. we're about due for that. 

we'll take 15 minutes. 

MR. FUCHS: Thank you. 

(Jury exits.) 

THE COURT: Either side need anything? 

MR. FUCHS: No, Your Honor. 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: okay. 

13 (Brief recess.) 

14 THE BAILIFF: All rise. court is back in session. 

15 THE COURT: Let's have a Jury, please. 

16 THE BAILIFF: Yes, sir. 

17 (Jury enters.) 

18 THE COURT: Everybody be seated. 

19 Ma'am, if you would stand, please, and face the 

20 clerk. Raise your right hand. 

21 whereupon, 

22 JOAN! SCANDONE CHASE 

23 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

24 examined and testified as follows: 

25 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
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1 BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q 

A 

Good afternoon. 

Good afternoon. 

Q can you please introduce yourself to the jurors? 

626 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A My name is Joani scandone chase. And I am a retired 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Tallahassee Police officer. 

Q can you please spell your first, middle, and last 

name for Madam Reporter? 

A Absolutely. J-0-A-N-I, S-C-A-N-D-0-N-E, C-H-A-5-E. 

Q okay. And you said you're a retired Tallahassee 

Police officer. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How long were you with Tallahassee Police 

14 Department? 

15 A A little over 24 years when I retired. 

16 Q And when did you retire? 

17 A Five years ago. 

18 Q okay. By my calculations, that means you were 

19 working back in December of 1999. 

20 A Yes, sir, I was. 

21 

22 

Q 

A 

what were your duties back then? 

I had -- I was working road patrol in the northeast 

23 part of Tallahassee. 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

what does that mean? 

I had a squad -- I was a sergeant, and I had a squad 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 



627 

1 of officers. And we took all calls for service and did 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

proactive patrol, you know, looking for things that seemed out 

of place or, or traffic violations during our shift. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q okay. And would that mean you're a uniformed 

officer in a marked unit? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Just like the Tallahassee police cars that we see 

out there every day? 

A Yes. But older. 

Q Yeah. A little bit older and a different paint 

scheme, maybe even. 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

okay. Back in December of 1999, did you have an 

14 occasion to run across a larger suv in the parking lot of the 

15 Grace Lutheran church off Miccosukee Road? 

16 

17 

18 you? 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir, I did. 

It was a long time ago. why would that stand out to 

19 A Just the totality. Initially, when I arrived there, 

20 I thought that perhaps it was a stolen vehicle, because that 

21 was a crime trend at that time. And it had a baby car seat. 

22 And there was no other car in the church. And it was a little 

23 later in the evening. 

24 so I ran the tag and asked our dispatch officers to 

25 identify if it was a stolen vehicle. They indicated it was 
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1 not. And then they were able to give me a phone number for 

2 the registered owner. 

3 Q okay. You said you ran the tag. I'm -- do you 

4 remember what that tag was at this time? 

5 A I don't remember it off the top of my head. And the 

6 dispatch report for that time, they're purged after, like, 

7 three years. 

8 Q okay. so going back and finding out exactly what 

9 that information was, at this point, you attempted but can't 

10 get it; is that correct? 

11 A That is correct. 

12 Q 

13 to them? 

14 

15 

A 

Q 

You do say you remember calling someone and talking 

Yes, sir, I do. 

what do you remember about that? 

16 A I remember calling and a female answered. And I 

17 asked if they owned the vehicle. I gave a description of it. 

18 I gave the tag number. 

19 Q Let me stop you right there. what was the 

20 description you gave? 

21 A A larger suv that had had a baby car seat in it and 

22 where it was parked. I can't remember the exact color at this 

23 point. 

24 Q okay. Do you remember the type of vehicle it was, 

25 other than a large suv? 
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2 

A 

Q 

No. I just remember that it was a large SUV. 

okay. so you called that particular person, the 

629 

3 phone number you got? 

4 A Yes, sir, I did. And they indicated that, yes, that 

5 was their vehicle and that her husband had that vehicle and 

6 was at a out-of-state hunting trip. 

7 

8 

9 

Q 

A 

Q 

okay. 

And it should not be there is what she said to me. 

okay. Did you take any further action on that 

10 vehicle at that time? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A No, I did not. she -- I did get a call back at some 

point and was told -- and I can't remember from who -- that, 

in fact, a family member, I think a father, had gone to the 

church and the vehicle was no longer the re. And I also spoke 

with this father in the lobby of the Tallahassee Police 

Department. He was trying to be specific about that he was at 

17 the right place looking for it. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

Do you remember any of their names at this time? 

I do not remember names at this point. No, sir. 

okay. 

MR. FUCHS: Thank you very much. 

THE COURT: Cross? 

MR. WAY: No cross. 

THE COURT: All right. Any Juror have a question of 

this witness? 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

(No audible response.) 

THE COURT: All right. YOU can step down. Thank 

you for being here. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Do we need to keep her any further? 

MR. FUCHS: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. You're excused. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

(Witness exits.) 

THE COURT: call your next witness. 

MR. FUCHS: Yes, Your Honor. 

(Pause.) 

THE COURT: If you'd face the clerk and be sworn, 

14 please, sir. 

15 whereupon, 

16 WILLIAM NICK WILLIAMS 

17 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 

18 examined and testified as follows: 

19 

20 

21 

22 

THE COURT: Have a seat and slide up to the 

microphone, please, sir. 

You may proceed. 

MR. FUCHS: Thank you, Your Honor. 

23 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

24 BY MR. FUCHS: 

25 Q Good afternoon, sir. 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

630 



1 

2 

A 

Q 

631 

Good afternoon. 

can you slide that microphone back just a little 

3 bit? It's kind of loud. There you go. 

4 

5 

6 

A 

Q 

A 

7 Florida. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Q 

A 

Q 

brother; 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

19 the time. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

okay. 

could you please introduce yourself to the jurors? 

Name is William Nick Williams, here in Tallahassee, 

And what do you go by? 

Nick Williams. 

And, Mr. Williams, you are, in fact, Mike Williams' 

are you not? 

Yes, I am. 

okay. Fair to say tough to be here today? 

very. 

A lot of emotions? 

Yes. 

Anger. 

A little bit. Mostly sadness. Just missing him all 

A little nervous, too? 

very. 

You know why we're here. 

Yes. 

Mike went missing back in December of 2000. 

correct. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

And was later determined to be a murder. 

Yes. 

Your mom is Cheryl Williams, correct? 

A correct. 

Q Initially, that investigation was for a m1ss1ng 

persons that he possibly was missing on Lake Seminole and 

maybe even eaten by alligators, correct? 

A correct. 

Q Did your mom ever believe that? 

632 

A No. she never really believed that. she just had a 

feeling that's not what happened. 

Q Did she take steps in order to try and get 

investigations happening? 

A Yes, she did. 

Q what kind of steps did she take? 

A she wrote letters to the governor, starting at that 

point, and the next few governors. she contacted FDLE about 

doing an investigation. she held up billboards at different 

places -- or held up posters, put billboards up, paid for 

billboards, you know, have you seen my son? Just anything to 

get his name out there to try to get some attention to what 

had happened. 

Q Did you, in fact, help her out with some of those 

things, if not all? 

A Yes. I did whenever I could. But she was kind of a 
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leading effort behind it. 

Q And, of course, over the years, there's actually 

been TV shows. 

A Yes. 

Q obviously, she was successful because we're here 

today, correct? 

A Yes. very. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q During this time period, did Denise say anything to 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

you about you and your mother, about your actions in trying to 

get an investigation? 

A Yes, she did. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

One time or more than once? 

TWo distinct occasions. 

Let's talk about the first one. 

(Nods head.) 

16 Q The first time, where were you and when was it? 

17 A About six months after Mike disappeared. so it was 

18 summer of 2001. we got a call. she was not happy. she 

19 wanted to see both of us. Mom wasn't driving at that point, 

20 so we went to her house. 

21 Q okay. And both you and Ms. Cheryl? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

there? 

A 

Yes. 

when you arrived at Denise's house, was anyone else 

Not on the first occasion. All I remember is her. 
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1 Q okay. what was said? 

2 A she wasn't happy about the newspaper article that 

3 had Mom had finally had some success and got a little 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

blurb, a little article in The Democrat, talking about Mike 

and what Mom was doing to try to get some more attention to 

the case, get an investigation going. she said at the time 

she did not --

Q who's she? 

A Denise. 

okay. 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A said she didn't want to hear his name again, didn't 

want to see anything in the paper about him again, that -

didn't want to know anything that Mom was doing about Mike. 

she wanted -- she needed to get on with her life. 

Q okay. You and I are talking in a very calm, 

conversational aspect right now. Is that the same way that 

was being discussed -- this was being discussed back then? 

A No. 

Q How what was different? 

A she Denise was very angry. she really did not 

want to know anything, hear anything about Mike again. 

Q was she yelling at y'all? 

A It was to the point of a little bit of yelling. 

Yes. 

Q Trying to discourage you from doing newspaper 
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1 articles and getting an investigation. 

2 A Any kind of publicity, any kind of real 

3 investigation to try to find Mike. 

How do y'all react? 4 

5 

Q 

A we were a little stunned, both of us, that she would 

Q And did y'all stay at the house? 

A No. It was a very brief visit. we left. 

Q YOU mentioned there was a second time. 

A Yes. 

Q when was that? And if you don't know the exact 

15 A I believe it was a few years later, 2005. Mom and I 

16 were at a restaurant eating lunch on a Saturday. I usually 

17 went over and took her to get her groceries and went out to 

18 eat. 

19 I got a call on my cell phone from Denise saying 

20 that she wanted us to come out to the house, wanted to know 

21 when would you be home, our house, my mother's house. And she 

22 wanted to meet us there. so I told her, well, we would be 

23 there about two o'clock. And so Mom and I finished up our day 

24 and went over to the house and waited for her to arrive. 

25 Q And did she arrive? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A Yes. 

Q was anybody with her at that time? 

A Brian winchester was with her. 

Q were you inside the home or outside the home when 

they arrived? 

A we were both inside. Mom and I were inside the 

house, in the kitchen, when they came in. 

Q where is the kitchen in relation to the doorway 

that's used? 

A It's -- the back door is right into the kitchen. 

That's the way everybody comes and goes out of Mom's house. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

So, really, the kitchen is the entry area. 

The entry area. Yes. 

so y'all are there. 

Yes. 

And Brian winchester and Denise Williams show up. 

Yes. 

what happens? 

19 A Denise sits down at the table. Mom is already 

636 

20 sitting at the table. Brian and I are standing. And, again, 

21 Denise is, obviously, angry. she -- the main thing that I 

22 remember from the conversation is her saying, why are you 

23 lying about this? why are you telling all these lies about us 

24 all over town? And we want you to stop. 

25 Q Did she make any threatening remarks? 
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1 A she said, if you do not stop this investigation, 

2 which we had, finally, that led to the whole occasion. we 

3 finally had an investigation going. Then, you know, she said 

4 we both, Denise -- Anslee and I love you, but, you know, 

5 you're not going to see her anymore if you don't get this 

6 investigation stopped. 

7 Q so she tells you that you need to stop the 

8 investigation, or you're not going to see Anslee. 

9 A Yes. 

10 Q who's Anslee? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Her daughter, my niece, Mom's granddaughter. 

Mike's daughter. 

Mike's daughter. 

Do you see Denise here in the courtroom today? 

Yes, I do. 

can you please point to her and indicate an article 

17 of clothing she's wearing? 

18 A At the defense table. 

19 MR. FUCHS: May the record please reflect he's 

20 indicated the defendant, Ms. Denise Williams. Thank you. 

21 THE COURT: Cross. 

22 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

23 MR. WAY: 

24 Q Mr. Williams, is there -- there's not one specified 

25 way that anybody grieves for the passing of a family member, 
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1 is there? 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

No. 

There's no set methodology on how to handle, say, 

the loss of a father? 

A Probably not. 

Q The loss of a spouse? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Not. 

certainly not the loss of a child. 

Right. 

Your brother loved Denise, didn't he? 

He did. 

Worshiped her. 

A Yes. From everything he told us, he did. 

Q Absolutely. There was nothing that ever suggested 

to you that there was any trouble or any worries between 

Denise and Mike. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Not that he told us. 

And Mike loved his little girl. 

Yeah. He did worship her. 

Mike went missing December 16th, 2000. 

Yes. 

You know now -- do you know who Brian winchester is? 

Yes. 

How long have you known Brian winchester? 

Going back to Mike's high school days, I guess, the 
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1980's. 

Q 

A 

Is Brian winchester Mike's best friend? 

At one time I believe he was his best friend. 

Q And you know now that Brian winchester killed your 

brother. 

A Yes. 

639 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q You know the circumstances of the agreement that he 

10 

made with the State that will prevent him from being 

prosecuted for that, don't you? 

A Yes. 

11 Q There was a memorial service for Mike in February of 

12 2001. Do you recall that? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, I do. 

Scott Dungey and some others went there. 

Yes. 

Your mother participated in that. 

Yes. 

I believe you also participated in it. 

Yes. 

And to many of Mike's friends and family, that was 

21 an opportunity for them to have a certain type of closure. 

22 would you agree? 

23 

24 

25 

A Yes. 

Q Because many of the people who knew and loved Mike 

Williams believed that, unfortunately, by that time in 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

February of 2001, the strong likelihood was he was no longer 

alive; isn't that true? 

A Yes. 

Q And Anslee was about two years old at this point? 

A Almost. one and a half. 

Q And she was, obviously, a little younger when her 

father was killed by Mr. winchester. 

A Yes. 

640 

Q Denise was, at this point now, the single mother of 

Anslee, wasn't she? 

A 

Q 

Yes, she was. 

And she had to try to get on with having a daughter 

not having your brother around to help take care of her. 

A Yes. 

Q would it be fair to say that your mother believed, 

up until as recently as December of 2017, that your brother 

was going to come home one day, didn't she? 

A she held out every hope that he was alive somehow. 

Q And she was not shy about expressing her belief that 

your brother was going to walk in the door one day. 

A correct. 

Q But to a little girl who doesn't -- didn't know her 

daddy, because she was too young, to be told by her 

24 grandmother that --

25 MR. FUCHS: object. Your Honor, I'm going to object 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

to this as argumentive, as well as speculative. 

THE COURT: overruled. 

MR. WAY: 

Your mom is Anslee's grandmother. 

Yes. 

641 

Q 

A 

Q And up until 2005, you and your mom had saw Anslee, 

were involved in Anslee's life, weren't you? 

A At her -- Denise's direction, maybe once-a-week 

visits. 

Q All right. well, once a week with your niece. I 

11 mean, An -- Denise is still her mom, right? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

she's still her mama. very much the same way Cheryl 

is your mama? 

A Yes. 

Q And there's the large and certain segment of, you 

know, Mom -- Mom's important to, to a person, aren't they? 

A Yes. 

Q But as Anslee got older, your mom continued to hold 

the belief that your brother was going to walk in that door 

one day. 

A 

Q 

she did. 

Isn't it fair to -- from the facts that you've 

24 described during your testimony to Mr. Fuchs' questions, isn't 

25 it also fair to think that Anslee needs to be protected, 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

perhaps, from the thought that her father could walk through 

that door when almost everyone else has thought he died? 

A I'm not sure. we just wanted the truth. 

Q wanting the truth is one thing but, but a 

THE COURT: we're not going to argue with the 

witness, Mr. way. 

MR. WAY: I apologize, Judge. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. WAY: 

Q But since there's no set way to grieve with 

something, wouldn't it be also fair from the facts that 

Ms. Williams had an obligation to protect her daughter? 

A she did what she thought was right. 

MR. WAY: Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Redirect. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q You and your mom never saw her in 2005, did you? 

A we did not. 

Q Denise's threat was stop the investigation 

THE COURT: who are we talking about, her, 

Mr. Fuchs? 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q 

A 

Anslee. Excuse me. 

Yes. we never saw Anslee, again. we were never 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

642 



643 

1 allowed another visit after 2005. 

2 Q what Denise said was, stop the investigation; did 

3 she not? 

4 A Yes. 

5 Q wasn't, why do you keep saying he's alive? 

6 A No. 

7 Q No conversation like we're having right now of, 

8 Ms. Cheryl, I can't have you saying that around Anslee. It's 

9 hard on her. If you want her to believe it, that's fine. 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

No. 

It was a come over in anger, stop the investigation 

12 or else. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A Yes. 

Q And you never saw her again. 

A Never saw her again. 

Q whenever it was determined that Mike had been 

murdered in December of 2017, did she reach out to you and try 

and facilitate conversation between y'all and Anslee? 

A No. 

Q Never said I'm sorry? 

A No. 

MR. FUCHS: No further questions. 

THE COURT: Any juror have a question of this 

witness? 

(No audible response.) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

THE COURT: All right. You can step down. 

call your next witness. 

can we excuse this witness? 

MR. FUCHS: He can be excused, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Any reason he can't be 

excused, Mr. way? 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. You're excused to go about 

your business or stay in the courtroom as you see fit. 

(Witness exits.) 

MR. WAY: Your Honor, Mr. Padovano will handle the 

questioning of the next witness. 

THE COURT: okay. 

(Pause.) 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

MR. FUCHS: Your Honor, if I can, can we borrow your 

microphone -- or we've got a ramp, don't we? 

THE COURT: Yes. If it doesn't work, we'll change 

it. 

THE CLERK: Do you want me to get in front of her, 

Judge, or just -- that will be fine? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

THE CLERK: Please raise your right hand. 

23 whereupon, 

24 CHERYL ANN WILLIAMS 

25 was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 
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1 examined and testified as follows: 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q 

A 

Q 

Good afternoon. 

Good afternoon. 

can you please introduce yourself to the jurors? 

what's your name, ma'am? what's your name? 

A Cheryl Ann Williams. 

Q Ms. Cheryl, how do you spell your first name? 

A C-H-E-R-Y-L. 

Q And, Ms. Cheryl, you are, in fact, Mike Williams' 

12 mother; are you not? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

As well as Nick Williams? 

Sir? 

As well as Nick Williams? 

Yes. 

okay. Do you have any grandkids? 

Yes, sir. 

one of those grandkids Anslee? 

Yes. 

And who is Anslee? 

Mike' s daughter. 

And that's from his marriage with Denise, correct? 

Right. 
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1 Q Now, Ms. Cheryl, it's my understanding that you kind 

2 of run a little bit of a day care -- not really run a day 

3 care, but you take care of kids on a daily basis; is that 

4 correct? 

5 A Yes, sir. 

6 Q It's kind of what you've done most of your life. 

7 A For 50 years. 

8 Q Take care of your kids' kids? 

9 A some. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

okay. what about neighborhood kids? 

Neighbors, yes. 

Friends? Friends' kids? 

Friends, yes. 

How many kids on a daily basis do you take care of? 

In, in 50 years? 

on a daily basis, how many kids come over? 

Day-to-day basis, anywhere from four to ten. 

Okay. For 50 years, huh? 

For 50 years. 

seen a lot of kids grow up. 

Yes, sir. 

Have you had a chance to see Anslee grow up? 

I did not get to keep Anslee in my home day care. 

Haven't had a chance to watch her grow up, have you? 

Sir? 
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1 Q You have not had a chance to watch her grow up, have 

2 you? 

3 

4 

A 

Q 

No, s1 r. 

Talking about Mike Williams' death as we now know 

5 it, back in 2000, it was a disappearance. 

6 

7 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

The initial theory was that he was m1ss1ng and 

8 possibly eaten by alligators. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Right. 

You never believed that, did you? 

No, s1 r. 

And, in fact, you took lots of steps to initiate an 

13 investigation; did you not? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Put up posters? 

Yes. 

wrote the governor? 

Yes. 

Put up billboards? 

Yes. 

And, in fact, you were able to get an investigation 

22 launched; were you not? 

23 

24 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

At some point did you have a confrontation with 

25 Denise about your belief that Mike being still alive? 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

when was -- how many times? 

TWice. 

when was the first time? 

It was August of 2001. 

so nine months after Mike went m1ss1ng. 

Yes. 

where was this? 

It was in her front yard. 

what happened? 

I had been trying to get publicity for Mike's 

648 

12 disappearance. I had written the letters to the editor at the 

13 Tallahassee Democrat begging them to do a story about Mike's 

14 disappearance. 

15 Finally, a reporter, Tony Bridges, from the 

16 Tallahassee Democrat read my letters to the editor. And he 

17 was doing a story about people who were m1ss1ng locally in 

18 Tallahassee area. He called me to ask me if he could include 

19 Mike in those people. And I told him yes. Nick took a 

20 picture to the Tallahassee Democrat, and he did a story. 

21 when the article came out in the newspaper, Denise 

22 called me on the phone. she was livid. she said, you and 

23 Nick need to come over here right now. we went to her house, 

24 in the front yard. we weren't even invited inside. she was 

25 screaming at me. she was mad about the article. And she 
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1 said, screaming at me, I don't ever want to hear Mike's name 

2 again. I don't ever want to see Mike's picture in the paper 

3 again. I don't ever want to know anything you're doing about 

4 Mike again. I have to get on with my life. 

5 And I ask her, I said, if that were Anslee in the 

6 lake, you would just leave her there? And she said, I would 

7 believe the authorities. I then she said, if you persist 

8 in trying to get a criminal investigation, you will lose 

9 Ans lee. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Your granddaughter. 

My granddaughter. 

Mike's daughter. 

Mike's daughter. 

YOU said there was 

The second time was 

Let me, let me stop 

a second time. 

in --

you right there real quick 

17 before we get on. okay. 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

20 names. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. There was a second time. 

You seem to have a very good grasp of dates and 

I do. 

Been a passion, obviously, for your son's -

Yes. 

-- for a long time. 

Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

Taken a lot of steps, correct? 

Yes. 

Let's talk about the second time then. where did 

the second time happen and when? 

A It was January 8th, 2005. Nick and I were at the 

restaurant eating lunch. she called Nick on his cell phone 

and she said, what time is Cheryl going to be at home? Nick 

said, two o'clock. she said, well, I'm coming over. 

650 

The next day was January 9th. I thought that she 

was going to bring the baby to see me for my birthday. we had 

not seen her since Halloween --

Q Let me stop you right there. 

A In 2004. 

Q Let me stop you right there. so your birthday is 

the very next day? 

A It was the very next day, January 9th. 

Q And if I understood you correctly, the last time you 

saw Anslee before then was Halloween, so Oct 

A was Halloween of 2004. 

Q okay. so it was October. so, from October to 

January, you hadn't seen her. 

A Right. 

Q 

A 

Q 

And this is the day before your birthday. 

It was the day before my birthday, January 8th. 

okay. what happened next? 
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1 A Nick and I got home and Denise came. she knocked on 

2 the door. we opened the door, and Brian was with her. 

3 Q Brian, being Brian winchester? 

4 A Brian winchester. And I ask her, I said, where's 

5 Anslee? Because I thought she was bringing Anslee to see me. 

6 And she said, Anslee's taking a nap. well, we invited her 

7 inside, and she sat down at the table across from me. Nick 

8 was standing. Brian had his back to the door. 

9 Q And what did Denise tell you? 

10 A Denise said, Cheryl, you know that Anslee and I love 

11 you, but Brian and I don't like the lies you're telling about 

12 us. 

13 And I looked at her and I said, Denise, what lies 

14 are you talking about? 

15 Brian screamed, you shut your mouth and let her 

16 talk. 

17 

18 Brian. 

Nick got upset and said some not nice things to 

19 And then Denise is crying, and she says, Cheryl, if 

20 you will just stop this investigation, you can see Anslee 

21 again. 

22 And I told her, I said, Denise, I can't stop this 

23 investigation. I wouldn't if I could. 

24 Nick said, Denise, Mike is mama's son and my 

25 brother, and we just want to know what you and Brian did to 
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1 him. 

2 Brian said, Denise, let's go. we're not getting 

3 anywhere. And they left. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Q 

A 

Q 

Did you ever see Anslee again? 

No. 

Never seen her since. 

A Not at my house. 

(off-the-record discussion.) 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q showing you what's previously marked as State's 

Exhibit No. 15. Is that Mike? 

A That's Mike. 

13 MR. FUCHS: Your Honor, I move State's Exhibit No. 

14 15 into evidence. 

15 THE COURT: Any objection? 

16 MR. WAY: No objection. I 

17 THE COURT: It will be admitted. 

18 (State's Exhibit No. 15 received in evidence.) 

19 MR. FUCHS: Publish to the jury, Your Honor? 

20 THE COURT: YOU may. 

21 BY MR. FUCHS: 

22 Q And, in fact, that's the photograph that you used 

23 for all 

Sir? 
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24 

25 

A 

Q That's the photograph you use in your billboards and 
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1 your 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

-- postings all these years. 

Yes. 

MR. FUCHS: No further questions. 

THE COURT: Cross. 

Pull, pull your photo, please, Mr. Fuchs. 

MR. FUCHS: Yes, sir. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

10 BY MR. PADOVANO: 

11 

12 

Q 

A 

Good afternoon, Ms. Williams. 

Good afternoon. 

13 Q I am Phil Padovano. You and I have not met. I'm 

14 just going to ask you a few questions. And I'm certainly 

15 sorry that it had to be under these circumstances. But I do 

16 have a few questions I want to ask you. The, the first time 

653 

17 that you -- that Denise confronted you was -- I think you said 

18 it was in the summer of 2001? 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

And by then, a circuit judge had declared Mike dead 

21 by that time; is that right? 

22 A Yes. 

23 Q And by then, the family had had a memorial service 

24 for Mike. 

25 A Yes. 
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6 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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Q And is it fair to assume that Denise would have had 

to explain to Anslee -- would have to deal with the fact that 

her dad wasn't home and try to explain it the best way you 

could to a child what had happened? 

A Yes. 

Q And, and, and do you think it might have been 

difficult for her to be seeing missing posters and billboards 

and things such as that you, you said she was trying to get 

past it. Is that what she said? she felt like she had to get 

past it? 

A she said she had to get on with her life. 

Q Okay. And, you know, I hate this term closure, 

because I think in something like this there's never any 

closure. I don't even like to use the word. But do you know 

what that means when people say that? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you think that some people might have this need 

then to get beyond a certain point and not say I've, I've 

grieved, I've, I've grieved the loss of my husband. I've, you 

know, grieved the loss of my child's father, but now I still 

21 have to entertain the idea that maybe he's still alive. Do 

22 you accept that that might be difficult for some people? 

23 A It might. 

24 Q okay. And, and, and I, I know you have a different 

25 view of it and I respect that. Believe me, I do. I wanted to 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

ask you about the second occasion, which was much later, I 

think, wasn't it? 

A Right. 

Q And I think that, I think that I heard you say --

655 

and, and you correct me if I'm wrong, because I'm not sure how 

I heard this. But I thought I heard you say that you and Nick 

said you just wanted to find out what Brian and Denise did to 

Mike. 

A Right. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Is that right? 

Right. 

Now, if Denise is innocent and she thought that you 

were accusing her of doing something to your son, do you think 

it would be logical for her to be upset with you? 

A If she were innocent, yes. 

Q so this was, this was a reaction that she had that 

would be consistent with a person who's innocent. 

A Right. 

Q Did you ever go to Cheryl's house on centennial oaks 

after 2001? 

THE COURT: whose --

THE WITNESS: Go to whose house? 

BY MR. PADOVANO: 

24 Q I'm sorry. I made a -- I'm sorry. I used your 

25 name. I meant to say Denise Williams. Did you ever go to 
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1 Denise's house on Centennial oaks after 2001? 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

And did you see the pictures of Mike in the house? 

No. 

YOU didn't? 

No. 

7 Q okay. Let me ask you a couple of questions now. 

8 And these are going to get a little easier. I, I told the 

9 jury on Tuesday that your son was a good father, a good 

10 husband, and a good provider. would you agree with that? 

11 

12 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

How long had you -- what was, what was his 

13 relationship like with Denise during the time that they were 

14 together? 

15 A I thought it was good. 

16 Q And you knew Denise for quite a while. I mean, 

17 long they got married in 1994, right? 

18 A Right. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q 

right? 

A 

Q 

23 get along? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

But you knew her for quite a while before that, 

Right. 

And how did they, how did they -- I mean, did they 

Yes. 

And what were your feelings towards Denise during 
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1 that period of time? 

2 A I loved her. 

3 MR. PADOVANO: Thank you. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

THE COURT: Redirect. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. FUCHS: 

Q Ms. Cheryl? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q In December 9th of 2017, you were told that Mike 

Williams had actually been murdered and his body was found, 

correct? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

You were told before everybody else was told, 

briefly, and then it hit the news, correct? 

A Sir? 
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Q You were told before everybody else was and then it 

hit the news, correct? 

A Right. 

Q How long did it take before Denise called you and 

said, I'm sorry, I was wrong all these years? 

A she never did. 

Q How long did it take before she called you and said, 

hey, I'm sorry, maybe I need to help you see your 

granddaughter again? 

A she never did. 
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1 Q So from the day that she threatened you to stop the 

2 investigation, the day before your birthday, you've never seen 

3 your granddaughter? 
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A No. 

MR. FUCHS: No further questions. 

THE COURT: Any juror have a question of this 

witness? 

(No audible response.) 

THE COURT: All right. YOU can step down. That 

wasn't exactly the right terminology but you're excused. 

You're excused. 

(Witness exits.) 

THE COURT: Do you have further, Mr. Fuchs? 

MR. FUCHS: Not today, Your Honor. The one witness 

we have remaining is -- we have to call in the morning. 

THE COURT: All right. we're, we're making good 

progress. we're well ahead of schedule but there -- the 

State has one more witness that, you know, because of the 

way we thought it was going to go, was flying in tonight. 

so they're not available until in the morning. so we're 

going to need to break for the evening. 

From what the defense says, they will be able to 

finish their testimony tomorrow. So we'll have the one 

witness from the State and then the defense case. so 

we'll be through with the testimony tomorrow. so, 
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hopefully, that's good news for you. we're well ahead of 

the schedule that we had outlined coming into this. 

so, you know, trials are a little unpredictable. 

sometimes things happen that we don't expect. But so 

what it's looking like at this point in time we'll finish 

the testimony tomorrow, instruct you, and have closing 

argument Friday and send the case to you by lunchtime on 

Friday. That's kind of where we kind of stand at this 

point. As I say, things can change but that's our 

current best, best guess. 

so don't discuss the cases with anyone. Don't let 

anyone discuss with you. Don't watch media accounts. Is 

it working out all right in the morning with the parking, 

the court administration people meeting you downstairs, 

getting you up here? Everybody doing okay with that? 

Anyway, 8:45 tomorrow. If Ryan Adams would stay 

with us just for a moment. we'll see y'all in the 

morning. 

(Jury exits.) 

THE COURT: Everybody be seated or step out, please. 

You can sit down, Mr. Adams. I'm sorry. we do 

listen to what you say, whether, whether you think so or 

not. I know that what I just announced kind of runs head 

into what you were telling us that you were hoping to do. 

so I don't know where it stands with you on that at this 
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point in time, whether you've blown it off or whether 

you've been hoping that, you know, 4:00 or five o'clock 

on Friday you'd be able to, you know, head out of here or 

how does it stand with you. And I can't promise you what 

I'm going to do, but I wanted to kind of hear where you 

currently stood. 

JUROR ADAMS: we canceled the trip. 

THE COURT: what's that? 

JUROR ADAMS: we canceled the trip. 

THE COURT: okay. I'm sorry that you had to do that 

but anyway. All right. we'll see you in the morning. 

JUROR ADAMS: Thank you. 

(Juror exits.) 

THE COURT: so anything from either side? 

MR. FUCHS: No, sir. 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

MR. PADOVANO: No. No, Your Honor. But just for 

your planning purposes, I'm assuming that we have one 

State's witness tomorrow. I just wanted to let you know 

that the, the motions for judgment of acquittal will 

be -- will take some time. They're going to be 

substantial. we have some arguments and some case law in 

each of the charges. And I just want to let you know 

sometimes these things are just a ten-minute affair, and 

this one will not be. 
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THE COURT: well, we don't need to spend a lot of 

time on it. 

MR. PADOVANO: well ... 

THE COURT: Anyway. 

MR. PADOVANO: I'd like to make a record of the 

things that I think are appropriate. 

THE COURT: certainly you need to make a record --

MR. PADOVANO: Yeah. 

THE COURT: but that shouldn't take 

MR. PADOVANO: I'd actua 11 y like 

THE COURT: a lengthy time. 
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MR. PADOVANO: -- I'd actually like to persuade you, 

Your Honor. Not that it matters. 

THE COURT: we'll see. 

MR. PADOVANO: okay. 

THE COURT: Jury instructions, have y'all looked 

over them or -- y'all may have absorbed enough that you 

haven't looked at them. 

MR. FUCHS: I glanced at them, Your Honor. I have 

nothing that --

THE COURT: All right. well, we're through early. 

MR. FUCHS: I'll be doing it this afternoon. 

THE COURT: we're winding down. Let's get serious 

about looking at those. 

MR. FUCHS: Yes, sir. 
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THE COURT: You know, I've read back over them, 

tried to pick out mistakes. But, you know, once we get 

there, I'd hope to be able to go through that pretty 

promptly. And it won't be promptly if y'all hadn't read 

them. And we're -- you know, I've only set out, you 

know, what I'm guessing what you'll want. But we're 

certainly not locked into that. But --

side? 

MR. FUCHS: Yes, s1 r. 

THE COURT: -- anyway. Anything else from either 

MR. FUCHS: No, Your Honor. 

MR. WAY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. See y'all at 8:30. 

(Court in recess; continued in volume v.) 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 



663 

CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF FLORIDA: 

COUNTY OF LEON: 

I, VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, Official Court 

Reporter, do hereby certify that the foregoing proceedings 

were taken before me at the time and place therein designated; 

that my shorthand notes were thereafter translated under my 

supervision; and the foregoing pages are a true and correct 

record of the aforesaid proceedings. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, 

employee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor 

relative or employee of such attorney or counsel, or 

financially interested in the foregoing action. 

DATED this 13th day of March, 2019. 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR 
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
LEON COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301 

VERONICA G. MCCLELLAN, RPR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 




