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  1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

  2                       CHERYL WILLIAMS

  3   was called as a witness, having been first duly sworn,

  4   was examined and testified as follows:

  5                      DIRECT EXAMINATION

  6   BY MR. WAY:

  7        Q     Ma'am, could you please state and spell your

  8   name for the record.

  9        A     Cheryl, C-h-e-r-y-l, Ann, A-n-n, Williams,

 10   W-i-l-l-i-a-m-s.

 11        Q     Ms. Williams, I represent Denise Williams,

 12   who is your former daughter-in-law; is that correct?

 13        A     Right.

 14        Q     She was married to your son Mike Williams

 15   while he was alive; is that correct?

 16        A     Right.

 17        Q     And presently, Ms. Williams is incarcerated,

 18   and Mr. Winchester, you're aware, has admitted to his

 19   involvement in the death of your son.  Are you aware of

 20   that?

 21        A     Right.

 22        Q     I'm going to ask you some questions about

 23   what happened in the timeframe after your son went

 24   missing in December of 2000.  Is that all right?

 25        A     (Nodding head affirmatively.)



  1        Q     Before I do that, I understand that your

  2   husband passed away in the late 1990s?

  3        A     September 12, 1998.

  4        Q     And Mike Williams had one brother, and

  5   that's Nick Williams?

  6        A     Nick Williams.

  7        Q     And is Nick Williams the younger or older

  8   brother?

  9        A     Older.

 10        Q     After your son was found to be missing on

 11   December 16, 2000, did there come a point in time when

 12   you believed that your son may have been the victim of

 13   foul play other than simply being involved in a hunting

 14   accident?

 15        A     No.

 16        Q     Did you suspect at any point in time that

 17   your son had not been simply involved in a hunting

 18   accident at Lake Seminole?

 19        A     Yes.

 20        Q     When do you believe that that happened?

 21        A     When I first went to the lake.

 22        Q     When do you recall that being?

 23        A     That would have been Christmas Eve 2000.

 24        Q     Why did going to the lake suggest to you

 25   that something other than a hunting accident had



  1   occurred?

  2        A     Mike's body hadn't come up.  And God told me

  3   Mike is not in the lake.  He did not drown.  He did not

  4   get eaten by alligators.  You have to bring him home.

  5        Q     When you prayed about it and when you

  6   received the word from God that your son was not in the

  7   lake, do you recall was that at the lake or had that

  8   happened prior to you going to the lake?

  9        A     Oh, it was at the lake.

 10        Q     Subsequent to that when there was a

 11   determination to bring Mike home, what did you think

 12   then?  Did you think that your son had left of his own

 13   volition from the lake or something had happened to

 14   him?

 15        A     I thought Mike walked off.  I thought he

 16   might have hit his head and had amnesia or something

 17   like that.

 18        Q     How long did you believe that was a

 19   possibility?

 20        A     Forever.  For 17 and a half years I looked

 21   for my son.  I believed he was alive.  I was trying to

 22   bring him home.

 23        Q     Did there come a point in time where you

 24   believed that Denise Williams knew the whereabouts of

 25   your son and he was still alive?



  1        A     Yes.

  2        Q     Can you tell me about that, please.

  3        A     That would have been in August of 2001.  A

  4   newspaper article had been written in the Tallahassee

  5   Democrat by Tony Bridges in reference to missing people

  6   in the Tallahassee area.  I had not been able to get

  7   any publicity whatsoever about Mike's disappearance

  8   because I did not have a criminal investigation.

  9              I had written the Tallahassee Democrat

 10   numerous letters asking them to please do a story about

 11   Mike's disappearance.  This particular young man read

 12   those letters and called me and asked me if he could

 13   include Mike in local missing people, and I told him

 14   yes.

 15        Q     Prior to talking with Mr. Bridges in August

 16   of 2001, had you done anything to try to get

 17   information about Mike's disappearance?  Had you put up

 18   posters or flyers or anything of that nature?

 19        A     We put up missing persons posters at the

 20   lake.  We went to Donalsonville.  We went to all of the

 21   little places around the lake looking for Michael,

 22   looking to see if he was in hospitals, if anybody had

 23   seen him.

 24              We really believed that, you know, he could

 25   have hit his head and he could have had amnesia.  He



  1   could be wandering.  He could be anywhere.

  2        Q     Did you put any signs or posters up around

  3   any of the local businesses here in town like any of

  4   the businesses up in Killearn?

  5        A     Later we did, yes.

  6        Q     When you say "later," when would that have

  7   started?

  8        A     Two or three.  I mean, actually from the

  9   first time we started looking for him, we made up the

 10   original signs that were put up at the lake.  Then we

 11   brought them and put them around here.  We put them

 12   around the businesses in Sneads.  I was trying to make

 13   everybody aware that Michael was missing.

 14        Q     After you were able to get in contact with

 15   Mr. Bridges and he began to work on the angles or sides

 16   that he worked on, did something change in your

 17   understanding of what might have happened with Michael?

 18        A     Yes.

 19        Q     Can you tell me about that, please.

 20        A     The newspaper article was printed.  Denise

 21   didn't know anything about it.  She read it in the

 22   paper.  She called me.  She was livid.  I have never

 23   seen Denise mad like she was mad.

 24              Nick and I went to her house.  We're out in

 25   the front yard because I can still see Anslee looking



  1   out the window at me.  Somebody was in the house with

  2   Anslee, but I'm not sure.  I don't remember who it was.

  3              She was livid about the newspaper article.

  4   I don't ever want to hear Mike's name again.  I don't

  5   ever want to see Mike's face in the paper again.  I

  6   don't ever want to know anything that you think about

  7   Mike again.  I have to get on with my life.

  8              I said if that were Anslee in the lake,

  9   you would just leave her there?  She said I would take

 10   the advice of the authorities.  I told her Mike is not

 11   in the lake.  He did not drown, and he did not get

 12   eaten by alligators.  And she said if you persist

 13   trying to get a criminal investigation, you will lose

 14   Anslee.

 15              That's the minute that I knew that she knew

 16   where Mike was or what happened to him.

 17        Q     And this was sometime shortly after

 18   September of 2001?

 19        A     No, this was in August of 2001.

 20        Q     I apologize.

 21        A     Michael disappeared in December of 2000, so

 22   you're talking eight months.

 23        Q     Were you aware that Ms. Williams had filed

 24   to have a death certificate obtained?

 25        A     No, I knew nothing about it.



  1        Q     Do you recall when you found out that legal

  2   action had commenced?

  3        A     Yeah.  It was in July of 2001, just a

  4   couple of days afterwards.  I was on my walk to the

  5   lake, and Brian Winchester stopped to talk to me.  He

  6   asked me if I had seen his dog Maggie.  Somebody had

  7   let her out of her pen.  He was headed to the lake to

  8   get her.

  9              Traffic was pretty heavy, so he stopped.  He

 10   pulled off the road, and he said, Ms. Williams, aren't

 11   you surprised that the judge declared Mike dead so

 12   quickly.  I had no idea that my son had been declared

 13   dead, but I just looked at Brian.  I said, Brian, I'm

 14   not surprised with all that evidence that just showed

 15   up.

 16              He said, Ms. Williams, what are you talking

 17   about?  That's a gift from God.  I said, Brian, I have

 18   lots of gifts from God, but that was planned.  And you

 19   should have seen his face.  It turned red.

 20        Q     How long had you known Brian Winchester?

 21        A     Since he was in the ninth grade.

 22        Q     What was his relationship like with Mike

 23   Williams?

 24        A     Supposedly best friend.

 25        Q     Did you ever observe anything prior to



  1   Mike's disappearance that would lead you to suspect

  2   that they weren't best friends?

  3        A     No.

  4        Q     Did your son ever talk with you about any

  5   problems that he was having with Brian Winchester?

  6        A     No.

  7        Q     Did your son ever talk with you about any

  8   problems that he was having with Denise Williams?

  9        A     No.

 10        Q     What was your relationship like with

 11   Ms. Williams when your son was still with her?

 12        A     I loved Denise.

 13        Q     Did she reciprocate?  Was she an

 14   affectionate daughter-in-law?  Did you do things with

 15   her together?

 16        A     No, we didn't have that kind of a

 17   relationship.  Our relationship -- she worked and I

 18   worked.  She had the baby.  I loved the baby.  I

 19   thought they were happy.

 20        Q     My understanding is at this time in 1999

 21   into 2000 that you ran a day care; is that correct?

 22        A     I did.

 23        Q     Did Anslee go to your day care?

 24        A     No.

 25        Q     Did Anslee go to any day care or did she



  1   stay --

  2        A     No, she stayed with her other grandmother.

  3        Q     Was that a concern for you that you had a

  4   day care, but Anslee wasn't in the day care?

  5        A     Well, not really.  I would have loved to

  6   have had her, but I didn't mind that Johnnie has her.

  7        Q     And Johnnie is the other grandparent.

  8        A     Yeah, the grandmother.

  9        Q     The grandmother.  Were you and Mike close?

 10   Did you and Mike talk frequently?

 11        A     Every day.

 12        Q     And you would remember if he had mentioned

 13   something about a difficulty he was having with Denise

 14   or Brian or anyone really?

 15        A     Yeah.

 16        Q     Did there come a point in time when you

 17   suspected that Brian Winchester may know more about

 18   your son's disappearance?  Was it that time when he

 19   stopped on the side of the road or did you have

 20   suspicions before then?

 21        A     January of 2005.

 22        Q     Is that the time when Denise and Brian came

 23   over to your house after lunch?

 24        A     Yes.

 25        Q     Was that the first time that you suspected



  1   that Brian Winchester may have been involved?

  2        A     Right.

  3        Q     What was your feeling about Brian Winchester

  4   after that?  When you looked at them after they came to

  5   your house --

  6        A     Well, I still thought Mike was alive out

  7   there somewhere.  I never accused Brian and Denise of

  8   killing Mike.  I never accused anybody of killing my

  9   son.  I thought he was alive.

 10        Q     Were you concerned that Denise and Brian,

 11   his wife and his best friend, did not want to consider

 12   that Mike was still alive?

 13        A     No.  I was looking for my son.  I was trying

 14   to find him and bring him home.

 15        Q     When you talked with the authorities and you

 16   were very persistent in reaching out to the Governor's

 17   Office and other agencies -- well, I guess it was just

 18   the Governor's Office -- did law enforcement come to

 19   you with ideas to try and help find Brian?

 20              Did they indicate that they were going to

 21   look in other states, other countries and try to find

 22   out if there had been any money that was being spent or

 23   anything that was coming up that could be Mike in

 24   another place?

 25        A     Three and a half years it took me to get a



  1   criminal investigation.  Law enforcement didn't talk to

  2   me.  So, there was nothing being done on Mike's behalf

  3   because he had been declared dead.  There was a death

  4   certificate.  They wouldn't talk to me, but I tried for

  5   three and a half years until I finally got the

  6   attention of FDLE, the head of FDLE.

  7        Q     And do you know how you got the attention of

  8   the head of FDLE?

  9        A     Yeah, Chief Red Eagle, my friend, was a

 10   friend of Guy Tinnel, who was at that time the head of

 11   FDLE.

 12        Q     And did Chief Red Eagle speak with

 13   Mr. Tinnel?

 14        A     Yes, he did.

 15        Q     And did he tell them that you wanted to have

 16   a missing persons investigation opened so you could try

 17   to find Mike?

 18        A     He told them that I would like a criminal

 19   investigation about Mike's disappearance and that for

 20   three and a half years, I thought that one of their

 21   agents was helping me.  And that ended up being the way

 22   that I got my investigation.

 23        Q     Did the investigators discuss with you the

 24   efforts they were making to try to locate Mike, whether

 25   it be here in Florida or other states or even in other



  1   countries?

  2        A     You mean before or after I got an

  3   investigation?

  4        Q     Yes, ma'am.  I apologize.  That was one of

  5   my bad questions.  After you got the investigation,

  6   we'll say, in 2004, after that investigation was over,

  7   the criminal investigation --

  8        A     Yes, they did tell me that they tried to

  9   find Mike in other places, and they had no proof that

 10   Michael was anywhere.  I mean, they really didn't.

 11        Q     Did they continue to try to look for him or

 12   at some point did they talk with you about not looking

 13   for Mike but perhaps treating his disappearance as a

 14   suspicious activity?

 15        A     Well, as soon as I talked to them, they told

 16   me that they agreed that things weren't exactly like

 17   they had presented to be and, in their opinion, Michael

 18   might be the victim of foul play.

 19        Q     And the information that had been presented

 20   to them that they thought might not be accurate -- who

 21   did they attribute that information to?

 22        A     I don't know.  They had suspects because

 23   of the large amount of insurance that Denise

 24   collected.

 25        Q     Did your husband have life insurance when he



  1   passed away?

  2        A     Some.

  3        Q     Did you and your son ever talk about the

  4   amount that your husband had when he passed away?

  5        A     It wasn't that much.

  6        Q     And did your son Mike ever indicate that he

  7   wanted to have more life insurance available for Denise

  8   and Anslee?

  9        A     No.  Mike never talked to me about life

 10   insurance.

 11        Q     Did Mike seem distressed or upset in the

 12   weeks up until the time he disappeared?

 13        A     Mike was stressed, I thought, because of

 14   work.  He worked all the time.

 15        Q     How long was he like that?  That stress

 16   that you thought was work-related, was it a constant

 17   thing?

 18        A     Michael was a person who was trying to get

 19   ahead.  He was trying to make a good living.  He loved

 20   his job.  He worked.  He would call me at 10:30 at

 21   night sometimes, and he would be at the office working.

 22   And I'd say, Michael, why aren't you home.  He said,

 23   mom, sleep is a waste of time.

 24              MR. WAY:  Ms. Williams, I have no further

 25        questions.  Thank you for coming in.  It's



  1        unfortunate we have to meet under these

  2        circumstances, but God bless you.  Mr. Fuchs, do

  3        you have any questions?

  4              MR. FUCHS:  I have no questions.

  5              (Proceedings concluded at 11:40 a.m.)

  6                          * * * * *
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  3   STATE OF FLORIDA  )

  4   COUNTY OF LEON    )

  5

  6        I, the undersigned authority, certify that the

  7   above-named witness personally appeared before me and

  8   was duly sworn.

  9

 10        WITNESS my hand and official seal this 8th day of

 11   November, 2018.
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  1                   CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

  2

  3   STATE OF FLORIDA   )
  COUNTY OF LEON     )

  4

  5        I, LISA GAINEY, Registered Professional Reporter,

  6   certify that the foregoing proceedings were taken before

  7   me at the time and place therein designated; that my

  8   shorthand notes were thereafter translated under my

  9   supervision; and the foregoing pages, numbered 1 through

 10   18, are a true and correct record of the aforesaid

 11   proceedings.

 12        I further certify that I am not a relative,

 13   employee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor

 14   am I a relative or employee of any of the parties,

 15   attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am I

 16   financially interested in the action.

 17        DATED this 8th day of November, 2018.

 18

 19

 20

 21

 22                            ________________________
                           LISA GAINEY

 23                            Notary Public
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